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Mon 31 May – Aldershot 

 

Arrived Southampton  2 pm / 31 May 

Embarked S.S. Courtfield 4 pm / 31 May 

Arrived Havre & disembarked 8 am / 1 Jun 15 

 

Tue 1 Jun – Havre 

Orderly Room Sergeant proceeded to A.G.’s Office – Rouen 

Details entrained at 6.30 pm 

Left Havre  10.30 pm 
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Mon 31 May – Aldershot 

 

The Battalion, strength 27 Officers, 785 other ranks, left Government Sidings in two trains at 8.20 pm 

and 8.55 pm. Arrived Folkestone at 11.45 pm and 1.15 am (1-6-15) 

 

 

Tue 1 Jun – Folkestone 

 

Embarked at Folkstone Pier on arrival on “Princess Victoria”. Left at 1.30 am 

 

Boulogne 

 

Arrived at Boulogne 3 am. Disembarked, marched 2 miles to Ostrohove Large Camp, where all ranks 

settled in by 4.40 am. 

Interpreter Jacques Leloutre posted to Battn. 
 
 

Wed 2 Jun – Boulogne 
 

12.10 pm Battalion left camp, strength 27 Officers, 786 other ranks, & marched 4 miles to Pont du 
Briques Station. Train containing 3 Officers, 107 other ranks, 79 animals, 24 vehicles. Arrived 2.20 
pm. Battalion entrained. Left 2.30 pm. 

 
Wizernes 



 
Arrived Wizernes 6.30 pm. Detrained. Proceeded by march route, 1 ½ miles into close billets at 

Gondardennes. All ranks settled in billets by 8.30 pm except Transport. Transports billets were bad – 

horses and mules had to be picketed on hard brick courtyard. No facilities for animals lying down & 

nothing after 24 hours train journey. Arrangements for picketing animals not completed until 11.30 

pm, owing to hard nature of ground. Many picketing pegs broken. 

LLP. 
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Thurs 3 Jun – Gondardennes 

 

The Battalion remained in billets. The following practised :- 

Route march; rapid manipulation of bolt, snapping etc; organisation for trench assaulting; 
explanation of ranks & uniforms of Allies & Germans; bayonet fighting; practise of signallers in use of 
buzzer; inspection of kits, wagons & animals, arms; harnessing & hooking in transport animals 
rapidly both by day & by night; distribution of rations by night.& by night; distribution of rations by 
night.& by night; distribution of rations by night. 
Battalion signallers connected up telephone wires from Battn. headquarters to the 4 company 
headquarters & transport. Also to unit next to us & to Brigade Hdqrs.  

LLP. 

 

Fri 4 Jun – Gondardennes 

 

The Battalion remained in billets. Work done as on 3/6/15. 

12.30 pm Warned to be ready to march off at 7 am on 5/6/15 to Hazebrouck.  

LLP. 

 

Sat 5 Jun – Gondardennes 

 

Orders received at 1.20 am to march off at 7 am. 

The Battalion marched off at 7 am & proceeded 15 miles to bivouacs ¾ mile North of CINQ RUES (1 

mile West of HAZEBROUCK). Very hot & dusty. 173 men fell out. It is considered that the weight of 

the pack is too heavy. Arrived in bivouacs at 12.30 pm. About 2 pm an airship seen along way away 

(20 miles approximately)  to North – West, apparently about YPRES. 

LLP. 
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Sun 6 Jun – CINQ RUES – 6 am 

 

The Battalion left bivouacs & proceeded by march route to NOOTE BOOM, eleven miles. 

Very hot & dusty. At 10 am at MERRIS the march was inspected by General PULTENEY. 

 

NOOTE BOOM – 11.30 am 

 

The Battalion arrived. Proceeded into billets about SCHOOL. Settled in by 1 pm. 



Casualties on march, one man admitted hospital, two men absent. An inlying Picquet of one platoon 

found & patrols along two roads from the west. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 7 Jun – NOOTE BOOM 

 

The Battalion remained in billets. The day was spent in reorganizing. The two men reported absent 

on 6th June were found to have been admitted to 37th Field Ambulance. The inlying picquet increased 

to one company, & patrols found for three roads leading west & north-west. Weather very hot.   

LLP. 

 

Tue 8 Jun – NOOTE BOOM 

 

The Battalion remained in billets, reorganizing. At 1 pm a thunderstorm came on & lasted till 3 pm. 

Very little rain, but weather much cooler. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 9 Jun – NOOTE BOOM 

 

The Battalion remained in billets. Officers reconnoitred the approaches to ARMENTIERES, from the 

West, extending from Hill 63 (North) to Railway line from above place to BAS ST. MAUR (South West 

& South) 

LLP.  

 

Thurs 10 Jun – NOOTE BOOM 

 

The Battalion, less most of the Transport & a guard of 25 men, left at 5 am & proceeded by march 

Route to RUE DELPIERRE, 2½ miles South-West of ARMENTIERES, where billets were occupied by 9 

am. The Battn. Attached . . . . .  
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. . . . . to 19th Infantry Brigade for purpose of instruction in trench warfare & routine. 

 

RUE DELPIERRE. (2½ miles S.W. ARMENTIERES) 2.45 pm 

 

The Battalion inspected by Brigadier General The Hon. F. GORDON, C.B., D.S.O., Commanding 19th 

Inf. Bde. 

 

RUE DELPIERRE. (2½ miles S.W. ARMENTIERES) 9 pm 

 

Parties of Officers & N.C.O.s proceeded to trenches occupied by 1st Middlesex Regt. and 2nd R. Welsh 
Fusiliers for 24 hours in the trenches. 
Heavy rain for two hours on the march from NOOTE BOOM. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 11 Jun – RUE DELPIERRE. (2½ miles S.W. ARMENTIERES) 9 pm 



 

Two companies proceeded to trenches for 24 hrs instruction (1 company to 1st Middlesex Regt, 1 

company to 2nd Royal Welsh Fusiliers.) Instruction in billet for remainder. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 12 Jun – RUE DELPIERRE. (2½ miles S.W. ARMENTIERES) 9 pm 

 

Two companies proceeded to trenches for 24 hrs instruction, in relief of the two companies already 

there, who returned to billets. Instruction in billets for remainder. 

One man (C co) wounded & removed to Casualty Clearing Hospital, BAILLEUL. 

One man (C. co) slightly wounded, at duty. 

LLP. 
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Sun 13 Jun – RUE DELPIERRE. (2½ miles S.W. ARMENTIERES) 

 

As for 11/6/15. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 14 Jun – RUE DELPIERRE. (2½ miles S.W. ARMENTIERES) 

 

As for 11/6/15. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 15 Jun – RUE DELPIERRE. (2½ miles S.W. ARMENTIERES) 

 

As for 11/6/15. One man (B co.) died of wounds received in action. Buried at ERQUINGHAM. Two 

men (B.co.) wounded & removed to Casualty Clearing Hospital, BAILLEUL. 

The Battalion left by march route at 3.15 pm and proceeded to former billets at SCHOOL, NOOTE 

BOOM; settled in billets by 6.40 pm. 

LLP. 
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Wed 16 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Remained in billets. Classes for Machine Gun & Cold Shoers. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 17 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Remained in billets. Classes continued. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 18 Jun – SCHOOL 



 

Remained in billets. A reinforcing draft of 1 Sgt., 1 Cpl. And 63 other ranks joined. Classes continued 

LLP. 

 

Sat 19 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Remained in billets; classes continued. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 20 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Remained in billets; classes continued. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 21 Jun – SCHOOL 

Remained in billets; classes continued. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 22 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Remained in billets; classes continued. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 23 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Battalion remained in billets. Officers proceeded to trenches occupied by 8th Bn. Worcestershire 

Regt. West end of Hill 63, PLOEGSTREERT WOOD, to be ready to take over. Classes continued. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 24 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Battalion remained in billets. Officers proceeded to trenches occupied by 8th Bn. Worcestershire 

Regt. West end of Hill 63, PLOEGSTREERT WOOD, to be ready to take over. Classes continued. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 25 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Battalion marched out at 5 am. Arrived at PLOEGSTEERT WOOD at 8.30 am & lay up in the wood. A 

lot of rain fell. At 6 pm relief of 8th Worcesters intrenches began; completed at 11 pm. Trenches 

taken over were 37 to 40, 61 to 63. Trenches very muddy & dirty, apparently had not been cleaned 

up at all for weeks. Casualty – one other rank wounded. Headquarters at ASH HOUSE – Sheet 28, 

U14 a 4.3 

LLP. 

 

Sat 26 Jun – SCHOOL 

 

Remained in trenches. Enemy fairly quiet. One other rank died of wounds 



LLP. 

 

Sun 27 Jun – SCHOOL – 7.30 am  

 

ASH HOUSE roof blown off by shells. No casualty. Battalion relieved in trenches by 2nd Canadian 

Regt. Reliefs began at 8.30 pm. Completed at 11.30 pm. One other rank accidently wounded, shot at 

by Canadian. One other rank accidentally injured. Battalion marched to billets at . . . . .  
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. . . . . OOSTHOVE FARM, Sheet 36, B11 d 4.7.  

LLP. 

 

Mon 28 Jun – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

Whole Battalion in this farm. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 29 Jun – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

Battalion remained in billets. Classes for Machine Gun & Cold shoers continued. 

 

OOSTHOVE FARM 8.30 pm 

 

Working party of 30 rifles found for R.E. for one hour. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 30 Jun – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

As for 29th. Working parties found by day & by night. 

LLP. 

 

L.L. Pargiter 

Captain & Adjutant  

11th Middlesex Regt 
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