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Thurs 1 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

Battalion remained in billets. Working parties found by day & by night. 

Classes in Machine Gun & Cold Shoering continued. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 2 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

As for 1/7/15. Draft of 60 other ranks joined. Strength of Battalion 31 Officers 1009 other ranks. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 3 Jun – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

Battalion relieved 9th Royal Fusiliers in trenches 95 to 101. Reliefs commenced at 4 pm & completed 

at 7 pm. Headquarters at DESPIERRE FARM (Sheet 36. C3 c 8.7) Trenches require a lot of repair. 

Parapets not bullet proof in many places. Casualties during night 3/4 July – one other rank killed, one 

other rank wounded. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 4 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM  

 

In trenches. Casualties up to 12 noon 5/7/15 – two other ranks killed, five others ranks wounded, 

including one slightly wounded at duty.  

LLP. 

 

Mon 5 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

In trenches. Casualties up to 12 noon 6/7/15 – one other rank killed, one other rank slightly 

wounded at duty, one other rank sick. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 6 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

In trenches. Casualties up to 12 noon 7/7/15 – two other rank wounded, one of whom died of 

wounds on 9/7/19. 



LLP. 

 

Wed 7 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

In trenches. Casualties up to 12 noon 8/7/15 – four other ranks wounded, including one slightly, at 

duty. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 8 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

In trenches. Casualties up to 12 noon 9/7/15 – Captain H. A. Hill, wounded by bullet in base of neck 

& right shoulder. 

LLP. 
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Fri 9 Jul – OOSTHOVE FARM 

 

In trenches. Casualties up to 12 noon 10/7/15 – one other rank killed; two other ranks wounded, 

including one slightly, at duty; one other rank injured.  

LLP. 

 

Sat 10 Jul – PONT DE NIEPPE 

 

Battalion relieved by 6th Buffs. Proceeded to billets at PONT DE NIEPPE. 

During the above tour of duty in trenches, the Battalion obtained a marked superiority over 

Germans in trenches opposite. In all ten enemy snipers are known to have been hit and two of their 

men on working parties and one of their stretcher bearers. One of the above snipers, a red haired 

man nicknamed “Rudolf”, who had been very active for some months past, was shot by No. 5350 

C.S.M. Bentley, C Coy. Another was shot by No. 233 L/Cpl Hagley, B Coy. All our casualties were 

caused by snipers & H.E. shell of which the enemy made great use. Battalion Headquarters was 

shelled on 5th, but no casualties. Good Work was done by all ranks, & there was never any lack of 

volunteers for working parties in front of our lines, patrols, etc. Lt. H. Peploe, L/Sgt. Campbell (No. 

10366 D. Coy) & battalion scouts & snipers did good work. 

On the night of 4/5 a patrol consisting of Capt Hill; No. 6666, L/Cpl Beattie; No. 860, Pte Carr; No. 

866, . . . . .  
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 . . . . . Pte Little went out to enemy’s wire and were fired at, so returned. 

On the night of 5/6 a patrol consisting of No. 65, Sgt Higginbottom and No. 383, Pte Mills went out 

to within 12 yards of enemy wire. 

On the night of 9/10 a patrol consisting of Lt Poploe; No. 10366, Sgt Campbell; No. 65, Sgt 

Higginbottom; No. 383, Pte Mills patrolled up to and around Red House. 

Sgt. Campbell, very steady, accounted for at least two of enemy. No.452, L/Cpl Watson, shot & 

observed well, killed at least one enemy. No. 868, Pte Penny, broke a periscope and hit one of 

enemy in one day. 



On 8th July in order to show clearly to the O.C. D63 Battery, R.F.A., the exact position of a cart which 

contained a Machine Gun of enemy’s. No. 878 Sgt Lewonski fired several rounds at the cart from our 

parapet at Monmouth House, thus exposing himself to full for a considerable time to the enemy, 

whose trenches at this point were only 25 yards distance. This N.C.O. has all through done good 

work, especially at sniping over the parapet by day.  

No. 233, L/Cpl Hagley, volunteered for every patrol sent out. Done good work at sniping at enemy 

over parapet. On 9th July, he hit two of enemy’s working party. These men were seen to drop by Lt 

Crombie. On night of 3/4 this N.C.O. and No. 188 Pte Bristow went out to inspect a dug-out a few 

yards from our trenches supposed to be occupied by enemy. Pte Bristow again went out to this dug-

out, & made a noise with empty tims to see if any alarm was caused. He draw Machine Gun fire. 

No. 963, L/Cpl. Appleby & No. 6605, Pte Hardiman at I am on 10th July, went to enemy’s wire which 

they tried to penetrate, but found unbroken. Reported all correct & remained out till light. L/Cpl 

Appleby did good work sniping by day. 

No. 253, Cpl Sullivan did a lot of sniping by day over parapet. Believed to have hit 2 Germans. 

No. 373, Pte Walkins, persistently sniped over parapets by day, at only 40 yds from enemy. 

No. 348, L/Cpl Brown did excellent work with patrols. On two occasions (25/6 & 3/7) he had a man 

hit, but brought both back under consistent sniping by enemy. On 3rd July he worked right up to 

enemy’s wire & was able to hear them talking in low tones. 

On night of 5/6, No. 9783, Sgt Murphy; No. 5537, Pte Tompkins; Pte Sullivan working at a saphead 

were fired on by enemy at range of 70 yards, Pte. Sullivan was killed. Sgt Murphy & Pte. Tompkins 

brought his body in under heavy fire. 

On night of 9/10 a German star shell set sandbags on our parapet alight in front. The fire could not 

be got at, so No. 618, Pte Smith climbed on top of parapet under heavy fire from range of 90 yards & 

put the fire out with his hands. 

No. 452, L/Cpl Watson did useful reconnaissance work by day, on one occasion getting to within 25 

yds of enemy trenches. 
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Lient. Edwards; 2Lt Anderson; No. 5692 Sgt. Burn; No. 153, Sgt Swallow did good work with their 

platoons out mending & repairing parapets and carrying out improvements. 

Lack of materials – sandbags, wood, etc. – hampered work to a great extent. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 11 Jul – PONT DE NIEPPE  

 

Battalion in billets. Classes for Machine Gun & Cold Shoering carried out 

LLP. 

 

Mon 12 Jul – PONT DE NIEPPE 

As for 11th 

LLP. 

 

Tue 13 Jun – PONT DE NIEPPE 

As for 11th 

LLP. 

 

Wed 14 Jul – ARMENTIERER 



 

Battalion proceeded to billets at Armentierer. Transport remained at Pont de Nieppe. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 15 Jul – ARMENTIERER 

Battalion in Billets. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 16 Jul – ARMENTIERER 

Battalion in Billets. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 17 Jul – ARMENTIERER 

 

Battalion in Billets. Working parties found. One other rank killed while on working party. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 18 Jul – ARMENTIERER 

 

Battalion in billets. Working parties found. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 19 Jul – ARMENTIERER 

 

Battalion in billets. Working parties found. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 20 Jun – ARMENTIERER 

 

Battalion in billets. Working parties found. Lt Col W.D. Ingle removed to Hospital – Appendicitis (?) 

LLP. 

 

Wed 21 Jul – HOUPLINES 6.30 pm 

 

Battalion relieved 9th R.F. in trenches 81 to 84 inclusive, & completed by 8.30 pm. Quiet night. A 

yellow light was seen high up in the air at a distance of approx. 3 or 4 miles to the S.E. of our 

trenches. The light appeared for a few minutes, then disappeared. This happened several times, & 

on each occasion of its disappearance 3 white rockets were fired a some distance to the N.E. of our 

trenches by enemy. One other rank wounded. Wind - South, gentle. 

LLP. 

 

Page 12 

 

Thurs 22 Jul – HOUPLINES 

 

One other rank wounded. – Rain commenced at 4 pm & continued all night. 

LLP. 

 



Fri 23 Jul – HOUPLINES 

 

No. 452 L/Cpl Watson, C Coy. believed to have hit an enemy sniper in a tree. 

No. 488 Pte Banyard, C Coy. believed to have hit an enemy man on working party. 

Capt Mills believed to have hit an enemy man on working party. 

2Lt Leach & L/Cpl Watson  No. 434 Pte Knight  No. 495 Havers All C Coy -patrolled the ground up to 

enemy wire by night, & heard enemy talking. 

One rank wounded. Enemy very quiet. Wind – gentle – Southwest. 

A light (colour) cigar shaped airship passed under bright moon at 9 pm., going south-east. 

The following, all D Coy, patrolled up to enemys trenches by night. 

No. 960 L/Cpl Esling – No. 705 Pte Ward – No. 9093 L/Cpl Mills – No. 618 Pte Smith 

No. 1875 L/Cpl Flowerday – No. 680 Pte Weatherhead. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 24 Jul – HOUPLINES 

 

Enemy more active, their snipers busy & plenty of shells mostly on communications trenches. 2Lt 

H.J. Hawkins was hit in head bullet and removed to 38th Field Ambulance, where he died shortly 

afterwards. He was in fire trench when hit. He was buried at Cite Bon Jean Cemetry, on west 

outskirts of Armentierer, (Sheet 36 Map, B 30  C 4.8) by Rev. C.C.T Naters, Chaplin, 36th Inf. Bde. 

Casualties, two other ranks killed, five other ranks wounded including one slightly, at duty. 

No. 879 L/Cpl Bence; No.      Pte.                   ; No.      Pte.                    , all B company, went during the 

night to within about 50 yards of enemy’s trenches – all quiet. 

No. 494 L/Cpl Collins, C Coy was conducting sick party down Wessex Avenue communications trench 

when enemy’s shrapnel burst & wounded him in 5 places and two other men. He took these men to 

road to Dressing station & then went back up trench to see if there were any more wounded before 

proceeding to get his wounds dressed. 

LLP. 
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Sun 25 Jul – HOUPLINES 

 

Day fairly quiet, some rain. Enemy’s Machine Gun located by day in a loophole opposite trench 84 (D 

Coy) was silenced. 

2Lt Mac Hewines; No.276 Cpl Crocker; No. 233 L/Cpl Hagley; No. 188 Pte Bristowe reached by night 

front row of enemy’s wire, remained out for an hour. 

LT Hughes-Jones and No.      Pte Michelson reached short grass about 60 yards from enemy’s 

trenches. They were fired & retired & were followed but an effort to draw the pursuers towards a 

listening Post of ours did not succeed.   Wind – South West, gentle. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 26 Jul – HOUPLINES 

 

Day quiet, fine. Two other ranks wounded. 

2Lt Himney & No.      Cpl Ford, D Coy. went out in front of trenches by night to try & locate a working 

party of the enemy. They found all quiet. 



No. 704, Pte Wills showed great coolness during the whole tour of duty in the trenches and 

especially on one occasion by carrying a wounded man back to our parapet from the front under 

fire. 

A bombing party consisting of No. 65 Sgt Higginbottom; No. 6666, L/Cpl Beattie; No. 14377, Pte 

Garland; No. 383, Pte Mills succeeded in throwing 11 bombs into enemy’s trench so doing much 

damage to his parapet. Later on another party consisting of Sgt Higginbottom, L/Cpl Beattie & No. 84 

L/Cpl Walker went out & landed 6 more bombs in enemy’s trench, doing much damage. 

All above A Co. & done by night. The enemy threw bombs at the first party but without effect. 

LLP. 
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Tue 27 Jun – HOUPLINES 

 

One other rank died of wounds in Field Ambulance. 

Two other ranks wounded, including one slightly, at duty. 

 

LLP. 

 

Wed 28 Jul to Sun 1 Aug – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Working parties found by day & by nights. These working parties & also guards & 

Brigade duties, cause all ranks to get quite insufficient rest. The matter has been represented & has 

now been taken up the Medical Authorities. 

No. 5250, C.S.M. C Bentley, C Coy. has done very good work both in trenches & out of them.  

 

LLP. 

 

 

L.L. Pargiter 

Captain & Adjutant  

11th Middlesex Regt 

 

 

 

 

Home Page               War Diary               Terminology 

 
 

 

Transcribed by John Wonnacott / 17 Apr 2020 

Text coloured red indicates transcriber not sure if the word or symbol is correct 

 

http://www.11th-bn-middx-regt.co.uk/pages/3Wardiary.pdf
http://www.11th-bn-middx-regt.co.uk/Index.html.pdf
http://www.11th-bn-middx-regt.co.uk/pages/10Term.pdf

