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Wed 28 Jul to Sun 1 Aug – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Working parties found by day & by nights. These working parties & also guards & 

Brigade duties, cause all ranks to get quite insufficient rest. The matter has been represented & has 

now been taken up the Medical Authorities. 

No. 5250, C.S.M. C Bentley, C Coy. has done very good work both in trenches & out of them.  

 

LLP. 
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Sunday 1 Aug & Monday 2 Aug – entries are duplicated on this page. 
 

 

Sun 1 Aug – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets 

LLP. 
 

Mon 2 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Battalion Relieved 9th R. Fusiliers in trenches 81 to 84 inclusive. Relief began at 8.30 pm & was 
completed 10.40 pm without a hitch. The night was wet & very dark. 

LLP. 
 

Tue 3 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Quiet day & night. Some rain. One other rank killed. One other rank wounded. A patrol of C coy 
under Lt Hughes-Jones went out by night opposite trench 83, with a view of examining wire put up 
by enemy. They were prevented by enemy’s working parties from getting near the wire. 

LLP. 
 

Wed 4 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Enemy were active with rifle & machine gun fire. This is much better directed now, also fire from 
rifle batteries.  A patrol under 65 Sgt Higginbottom (all A coy) went out by night opposite trench 81 
& remained out for 2½ hours. They heard talking in enemy’s trench & threw seven bombs all of 



which burst in enemy’s trench. – Capt T.L. Mills hit by bullet in head when looking over parapet by 
night. He was taken through Dressing Station to 36th F. A. – Draft of 20 other ranks joined 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 5 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Enemy shelled communications trenches by day, but did no damage. 

White screens were put up at junctions of trenches to enable Artillery to fire line of parapet. – Capt 

Mills died at 36th F.A. at 8.40 pm. – By night 5350 C.S.M. Bentley, & No. 905 Pte Martin (Both C coy.) 

went out on patrol up to 60 yards of enemy’s trench. Rifle & M.G. fire was very active during night 

on both sides. Enemy seen to be more alert. 

 

 

Fri 6 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Enemy did some shelling – no damage. Day & night both quiet. – Capt Mills buried at Cit Bon Jean 

Cemetery (Map Sheet 38, B 30 c 4.8) at 5 pm by Rev C.C.T. Naters, Chaplain 36th Inf. Bde. – By night 

on 5/6 Aug. a patrol consisting of 2Lt Anderson; No. 10366 Sergt Campbell; No. 1022 L/C Witt; No. 

12141, Pte Lee; No. 770 Pte Phillips; No. 14489 Pte McAuliffe went . . . . .  
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. . . . . out to the front from the left of trench 83 & remained out for nearly two hours. They found 

their way between two of the enemy’s listening posts & reached the enemy wire. They located two 

small working parties of the enemy in front of their parapet, and after listening for half an hour came 

to the conclusion that a relief was taking place. They waited until the troops moving in the enemy’s 

trench were opposite to them & then threw 9 bombs, 8 of which exploded. At lease four of these fell 

in the enemy’s trench. The party succeeded in returning without drawing fire, but the enemy was 

very active with machine guns about 15 minutes later. The German wire was found to be about 40 

yards deep, very high & very stout wire, or twisted barbed wire. A strand of trip wire was found 150 

yards in front of German parapet. 

7785 C.S.M. Perkins; No. 276 Cpl Crocker & No. 977 Pte Smart went out by night on patrol in front of 

trench 82. They found the position of a German Machine Gun, on to which our guns were turned. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 7 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Day quiet. Enemy shelled Houplines for an hour in the evening. 

A patrol consisting of No. 65, Sgt Higginbottom; No. 6666, L/Cpl Beattie; No. 84 L/Cpl Walker went 

out by night under Lt McDonald to a ditch in front of trench 81 as it was thought that enemy’s 

snipers were there. It was found to be all clear, so the party went on to enemy’s trenches & threw 

10 bombs into them. 

Casualties two other ranks wounded. 

LLP. 
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Sun 8 Aug – HOUPLINES 



 
Enemy shelled trenches & communications trenches during the day. 

Casualties two other ranks wounded. 

 

ARMENTIERES 
 

Battalion relieved by 9th Royal Fusiliers; relief commenced 8.30 pm. & battalion in billets by 11 pm. 
LLP 

 

Mon 9 Aug – ARMENTIERES 

 

In billets. One other rank accidentally killed. 
LLP. 

 
Tue 10 Aug – ARMENTIERES 

 
In billets. 9 Officers & 592 other ranks found for working parties out of a total available strength of 
560. This continual tasking in on is very necessary rest is causing great dissatisfaction, especially as in 
many cases the parties required by R.E. are too many for the work to be done. Also R.E. keep the 
parties waiting about unnecessarily. The health of the Battalion is suffering & the Medical 
Authorities have taken up the matter. 

LLP. 
 

Wed 11 Aug to Fri 13 Aug – ARMENTIERES 
 

In billets. Working parties found. 
 

LLP. 

 

Sat 14 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Battalion relieved 9th R.F. in trenches. Battn. Headquarters changed. Capt H G Money is T.G. (Inties) 

LLP. 

 

Sun 15 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Day & night both quiet. No casualties. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 16 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Heavy rain fell for two hours, from 12.30 pm till 2.30 pm. All trenches were flooded, in some places 
neatly 3 feet deep. A certain amount of water from the fire trenches flowed away but a lot had to be 
bailed out. Many dug-out floors under water. – Enemy appears to have raised his parapet – 
noticeable especially opposite trench 84. Enemy active….. 
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 …….with M.G. fire. No enemy working parties noticed. One of our snipers believes he hit a German. 
No casualties. 



LLP. 
 

Tue 17 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Heavy rain fell in middle of day for about two hours. Enemy believed to have a light railway behind 

his lines as smoke has been seen moving slowly along a fired route. Ap patrol under 2Lt Macilwaine 

saw a small party of enemy driving in stakes for entanglement in front of his trenches. A specimen of 

enemy’s wire was obtained, seemed new, rather thicker than our wire, single strand with barbs ¾” in 

length very close together. A patrol went out at 9.20 pm & stayed out for two hours. Enemy’s wire 

examined & found to consist of three rows, top now 3 strand barbed, middle now single strand 

barbed, bottom now plain wire. Entanglement between rows, posts 3’ high, wood, very lightly driven 

into ground. – we had one other rank wounded. – Enemy very quiet. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 18 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 
Enemy quiet. He had a small wiring party opposite trench 82 which was dispersed by our M.G. fire. 
Our patrols visited enemy’s wire by night & found all quiet. – We had one other rank wounded. 
13th Royal Fusiliers attached for instruction. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 19 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Enemy quiet. By night 2Lt Leach; No.434, Pte Knight & No. 495, Pte Havers reconnoitred the salient 

in the enemy’s line near LES 4 HALLOTS FARM. Enemy’s right-hand listening post (apparently 4 men) 

was made their wire & seemed to have an arrangement of bells for giving alarms. Their left-hand 

listening post was in front of the left angle of the salient & alarm arrangements are apparently done 

by buzzer. The patrol went right up to the salient & inspected the wire. On their return the . . . . .  
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. . . . . patrol bombed the enemy’s left listening post & were fired on by enemy’s M.G. but returned 

in safety. 

13th Royal Fusiliers attached for instruction. 

Two other ranks wounded. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 20 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Enemy quiet. 2Lt Leach paid two visits to the enemy’s wire during the day & obtained specimens. 

13th R.F. attached for instruction. 

After dark an enemy’s patrol was observed approaching our trenches. A party went out and & 

bombed them with, it is believed, good results. 

Battalion relieved by 9th R.F. Relief completed & Battalion settled in billets in Armentieres by 12.20 

am. 21/8/15.   Casualties – two other ranks wounded. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 21 Aug – ARMENTIERES 



 
In billets. 13th R.F. attached for instruction.  

LLP. 

 

Sun 22 Aug – ARMENTIERES 
 

In billets. 13th R.F. attached for instruction.  Working parties found. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 23 Aug – ARMENTIERES 

 

In billets. 13th R.F. attached for instruction. Working parties found. Lt I.O. Crombie wounded. Bullet 
in forearm. 

LLP. 
 

Tue 24 Aug – ARMENTIERES  

 

In billets. 13th R.F. attached for instruction. Working parties found  

LLP. 

 

Wed 25 Aug – ARMENTIERES 

 

In billets. One other rank wounded slightly, at duty. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 26 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Battalion relieved 9th R.F. in trenches 81 to 84. Quiet night - fine 

LLP. 

 

Fri 27 Aug – HOUPLINES 
 

Three other ranks wounded, including one accidentally. Day quiet – fine. 

During night rifle & M.G. fire of enemy more active than usual. A lot of shouting was heard in 

enemy’s trenches on our left at about 6.30 pm. 

LLP. 
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Sat 28 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Very quiet day & night. 

Casualties – two other ranks wounded, one other rank missing believed killed. All were on patrol & 

were fired on by enemy. Lt Anderson & 10366 Sgt Campbell (wounded) helped to bring in 770 Pte 

Phillips (wounded) 12141 Pte Lee not seen since he was with this patrol. All D company. 

X see attached  

LLP. 

 



Sun 29 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Very quiet day & night. Parties went out to search for No. 12141 Pte Lee but found no trace. 

Casualties Nil. 

LLP. 
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Mon 30 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 

Very quiet day & night. Casualties nil. 
LLP. 

 
Tue 31 Aug – HOUPLINES 

 
Very quiet day & night. A patrol consisting of No. 13219 A/Sgt Foster; No. 267 L/Cpl Castell & No. 
248 Pte Doubtfire paid three visits to German lines. The bombed a sniper & a working party 
successfully & dispersed a wiring party with rapid fire. They brought in samples of German wire & a 
newspaper “Gazette des Ardennes”. Which they found stuck up on a post. One other rank wounded. 
Bombing party of Lt Moore; No. 62 Sgt Thomas; No. 6666 L/Cpl Beattie; No. 143777 Pte Garland; No 
84 L/Cpl Walker; No. 860 Pte Carr threw 6 bombs into German Trenches. Lt Moore sprained ankle on 
way back. 

LLP. 

LL Pargiter 
Capt & Adjt 

 

 

 

 

• X see attached – Lt Anderson & Sgt Campbell actions were reported to HQ 36th Inf Bde on 1 

Sep 1915 
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