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Wed 1 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Quiet day. Some rain fell. Battalion relieved in trenches by 9th R.F. & returned to billets in 

Armentieres. 

(On night of 27/28 Aug, a patrol of No. 13219 A/Sgt Foster; No. 267 L/Cpl Castell, & No. 5548 Pte 

Armstrong went out. Bright moonlight. They saw an enemy’s wiring party of 5 men at whom No. 

13219 A/Sgt Foster threw grenade at a distance of 40 yards. The grenade did not explode so he 

returned to his party & opened rapid fire dispersing the enemy. They went on & found 4 enemy 

working on their parapet & dispersed them with rapid fire) 

LLP. 
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Thurs 2 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Rain fell heavily during night. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 3 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Rain fell heavily during night.  

LLP. 

 

Sat 4 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Working parties found by day & by night. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 5 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Working parties found by day & by night. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 6 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 



Battalion in billets. Working parties found by day & by night. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 7 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. The Battalion was inspected by General Sir H.C.O. PLUMER, K.C.B. Commanding 

2nd Army. General Plumer said he was very pleased with the appearance of the Battalion – every 

man held himself & behaved like a soldier – rifle movements very good. 

 

HOUPLINES 

 

Battalion relieved 9th R.F. in trenches 81 to 84. Very quiet night except for a little heavy sniping by 

enemy about midnight. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 8 Sep – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day & night. One other rank killed, one other rank wounded. 

Weather fine. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 9 Sep – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day. By night rather more rifle & machine gun fire than usual. One other rank wounded. 

Two patrols of B company went out & bombed two German working parties successfully. Patrols 

consisted of the following :- . . . . .  
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. . . . . No. 276, Sgt Crocker; No. 315, Pte Sheppard; No. 5545, Pte Wonnacott; No. 302, Pte Marshall; 

No. 5428, Pte Hindson; No. 6820, Cpl Lea; No. 541, L/Cpl Ball. 

Of the above the first two & last two were very cool & collected. These four threw the bombs. 

No.291, Cpl Pound; No. 373, L/Cpl Wilkins; No. 5530, Pte Davies; No. 5782, Pte Ferrar.  The first two 

threw the bombs. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 10 Sep – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day. Weather fine. During the early morning No. 15911, Cpl White & No. 438, Pte Toop 

attacked a wiring party of enemy with rifle fire & drove them in to trenches. – At 9 am. Cpl White & 

No. 1310 L/Cpl Blundell reconnoitred enemy’s wire & found it in good condition. Lt Hughes-Jones; 

No. Cpl White & No. 1310 L/Cpl Blundell went as far as enemy’s wire at 2 pm. – A patrol (C. co.) 

consisting of No. 628 Cpl Lea; No. 541 L/Cpl Ball; No. 984 Pte Clarke & No. 924 Pte Skinner went out 

at 9 pm. They came across a large German wiring party & threw a bomb. By previous engagement 

they then retired & one M.G. of ours under Sgt Lewis open fire where bomb had exploded. The firing 

was extremely accurate. The patrol on their way back saw a German patrol approaching from right 

flank. Our patrol threw 2 bombs which caused enemy to retire. Cpl Lea handled his party very 

skilfully & brought them back in safety. Casualties Nil. 



LLP. 

 

Sat 11 Sep – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day. Weather fine. A patrol consisting of 2Lt Macilwaine, No. 13219 A/Sgt Foster; No. 879, 

L/Cpl Bence; No. 267 L/Cpl Castell went out to investigate a reported German patrol. They went . . . .  
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. . . . . As far as German wire & were fired on by a German sap only a few yards from them, but were 

not hit. They retired about 30 yards & then Sgt Foster & L/Cpl Castell returned & threw three bombs, 

two of which exploded in the sap. Enemy opened heavy fire but our patrol returned in safety.  

Lt McDonald; Sgt Foster; L/Cpl Castell; No. 188 L/Cpl Bristow & No. 1963, Pte Salmon visited enemy’s 

saphead opposite trench trenches 82/83 about midnight. Sap was empty. Patrol brought back very 

full account of enemy’s wire. 

Casualties Nil 

LLP. 

 

Sun 12 Sep – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day. Weather fine. Our snipers claim to have hit 2 Germans & 2 periscopes. Casualties – one 

other rank killed, one other rank wounded. 2Lt C.D.Brodies joined and posted to A company. No. 85 

Sgt Brown, attached R.E., recommended for helping to rescue a man in a sap, which had been 

exploded. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 13 Sep – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day. Weather fine. A patrol consisting of No. 11667, Sgt Shepherd; No. 428, Pte Hall & No. 623, 

Pte Mills visit German wire. They reported a relief going on. 

 

ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion relieved by 9th R.F. & returned to billets. Casualties nil. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 14 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Rain fell during night. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 15 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Rain fell during night. Working parties found by day & by night. Weather fine. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 16 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 



Battalion in billets. Rain fell during night. Working parties found by day & by night. Weather fine. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 17 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Rain fell during night. Working parties found by day & by night. Weather fine. 

One other rank wounded. 

LLP. 
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Sat 18 Sep – ARMENTIERES 

 

Battalion in billets. Weather fine. Two other ranks accidentally wounded while at bomb practice. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 19 Sep – HOUPLINES 

 

Battalion relieved 9th R. F. in trenches 81 to 84. Weather fine. No casualties. Quiet night. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 20 – HOUPLINES 

 

Very quiet day & night. No casualties. Weather fine. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 21 – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day & night. Weather fine. One other rank died of wounds. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 22 – HOUPLINES 

 

Enemy put about 30 H.E. & Shrapnel into Houplines all round H.Q. between 1 pm & 2.15 pm. 

Otherwise quiet day & night. Weather fine. Four other wounded including one slightly, at duty. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 23 – HOUPLINES 

 

Out artillery registered during the day. Enemy shelled Houplines for about an hour in the morning – 

No damage. At 7.30 pm rain began falling & fell most of the night. Casualties Nil. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 24 – HOUPLINES 

 

Quiet day. Preparation for joining in general attack begun. By 11.30 pm. Trenches 81, 83 & 84 were 

ready with straw in fire trench for smoke curtain. Trench 82 supplied with 300 Tlad  Jallite No. 1 

Smoke bombs. See attached Operation Order No. 1. 



Op. Order No.1 attached 

Casualties – Nil 

LLP. 
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Sat 25 – HOUPLINES – 3.45 am 

 

Battle Report Centre occupied. Very misty & cloudy. Heavy artillery fire from North going o. 

 

4 am 

 

All round telephone communication established. Viz – 4 companies, Fort ORCHARD, 1stAid Post, 

Brigade, Battn. In Reserve (9th R.F.), Battn. on left (7th R. Sussex) & Battn. on right (6th 

Northumberland Fusiliers), & Artillery (62 B battery). 

 

4.30 am 

 

Heavy Artillery, rifle & machine gun fire going on on South. 

 

4.40 am 

 

Smoke curtain postponed for one hour, i.e. 5.56 am. Artillery bombardment to commence at 5 am. 

 

5 am 

 

Our artillery started bombardment. Enemy replied with occasional whizz-bangs 

. 

5.56 am 

 

Our smoke Curtain started. Quiet in front but to North & South intensive artillery, rifle & M.G. fire. 

 

6.40 am 

 

Smoke curtain still going strong, Enemy replying with occasional whizz-bangs at our trenches or H.E. 

into Houplines. Little or no rifle fire. Enemy appears to be in their support line with one or two look-

out men only in fire trench. The mist lifting & coming down alternately. 

 

7.30 am 

 

Our smoke curtain practically finished. Very quiet. 

 

2.45 pm 

 

Enemy sent about half a dozen H.E. towards Houplines & Armenteires, apparently from left part of 

trench 84. Our artillery informed. We opened rifle & M.G. fire on enemy’s fire support trenches & 

roads in rear. Enemy replied with occasional shrapnel at out trenches. 

Drizzle se in & continued most of afternoon. 



 

7.15 pm 

 

Enemy sent up a red flare from their fire trench opposite trench 81. Very quiet. 

. 

10 pm & during night of 25/26 Sept 

 

During the night we kept up a steady fire from rifles & M. Guns on enemy’s trenches & more 

especially on his support trenches & all country in rear of them, also obliquely to our flanks. Enemy 

M.G. from left front of trench 84 fired occasionally at our trenches & kept up series of shots at short 

intervals on our Support trenches & on our country in rear of them. We sent out 10 bombing patrols 

during . . . . . 
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. . . . . the night, who threw about 80 bombs into enemy’s fire trenches. There was little reply from 

enemy who seemed to be holding his fire trench very lightly. Only two parties of the enemy were 

seen, one in a sap, & one patrolling – both of whom were bombed successfully & retired. The night 

was alternately rainy & moonlight morning was misty. Casualties – one other rank slightly wounded 

– at duty. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 26 – HOUPLINES – 10 am 

 

Mist cleared & our guns opened fire. Enemy replied with occasionally shells at our trenches & in rear 

of them. Casualties two other ranks wounded. 

 

5 pm 

 

H.Q. left Battle Report Centre & returned to Houplines 

 

ARMENTIERES – 7 pm 

 

Battn. relieved by 6th D.L.I. & proceeded to billets near Armentieres station, in which they were 

settled by 11 pm. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 27 – ARMENTIERES – 2 pm 

 

Battn. proceeded by march route to Bailleul, & proceeded into billets. Staff arrangements for billets 

very incomplete & we had to do practically all our own billeting. The absence of an interpreter was 

felt. 1st Line Transport ordered up to Bailleul and arrived at 9.30 pm. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 28 – BAILLEUL – 7 am 

 

1st Line Transport left by march route for MT Bernanchon, via Outtersteene, Vieux-Berquin, Merville. 

 



9 am 

 

Battalion entrained 

 

11.30 am 

 

Train arrived at Chocques. Battn. Marched to La Vallee, which turned out to be only one farm. We 

billeted ourselves in farms round about, immediately N.W. of Gonnehem. Settled in billets at 4.30 

pm. No signs of any Staff Officer or Staff arrangements. 

 

GONNEHEM – 6 pm 

 

Brigade informed us their H.Q. were about 2 miles away. At 9.30 pm our transport arrived in heavy 

rain. No Staff arrangements made to inform Transport where Battn. was or to inform Battn. where 

transport was. 

LLP. 
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Wed 29 – GONNEHEM – 10 am 

  

Left billets & marched as Brigade to Verquigneul, Very wet & rainy. Much traffic. 

 

3.30 pm 

 

Arrived Verquigneul. Found Staff had made arrangements for billets for only 230 men. Settled all our 

men into billets by 6.30 pm. Reinforcing draft of 8 other ranks joined. LT COL. W.D. Ingle rejoined & 

took over command from Major W.C. Newton. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 30 – GONNEHEM – 10 am 

 

C.O. & Adjt. went to inspect trenches about Lone Tree, went south west of Hulluch & returned on 

completion. 

 

4.30 pm 

 

Brigade marched to trenches via Vermelles. Battn. took over trenches (old German lines) from 2nd 

Coldstream Guards. Relief completed at 1 am Very wet. C Company occupied front line, D coy, in 

support, then B coy. A coy & H.Q. in old German fire trench. Position – G 17 D & North Part of G 23 B 

& G 24 A (Sheet 36 C N.W. 3 & Part of 1) Casualties Nil. Incessant shelling on both sides 

LLP. 

 

LL Pargiter 

Capt & Adjt 

11th Middlesex Regt 

 

 



 

 

• See attached Operation Order No. 1 – Battalion Operation Order No 1 by MAJ W.C. Newton 

issued 4 pm 24th Sep 1915 
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