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Fril1Oct-G17D
Morning fairly quiet. From 2 pm till dark enemy shelled our trenches incessantly with H.E &
Shrapnel. Casualties — one other rank killed, one other rank died of wounds, 3 other ranks
wounded.)

7.30 pm

Very heavy firing on our left, apparently about Hohenzollern Rebound.
LLP.

Sat2O0ct-G 17D

Our trenches were shelled very heavily most of the day. Casualties — 3 other ranks wounded
including one slightly at duty. Most of the shells fell about H.Q. & in old German fire trench about G
17 D 1.5. By night we sent 250 men to dig new trench in front of our line, but the work was
interfered with owing to fighting going on on our left. Shells fell all night.

LLP.
Sun30ct-G17D
Our trenches were shelled most of the day. Casualties — one other rank killed, five wounded. By
night the digging was continued successfully as there was little firing going on. Shells fell all right.
LLP.
Mon 40ct-G 17D
During the morning our trenches were very heavily shelled. During the afternoon the shelling
decreased in intensity. Casualties — one other rank died of wounds, one wounded. Shells fell all
night.
LLP.

Tue50ct-G17D



Enemy shelled our trenches during the morning; the afternoon was comparatively quiet. Casualties —
one other rank killed. One wounded C & D companies were relieved from the front lie by London
Scottish. C Coy. went back to old English Support Trenches immediately North of Le Rutiore — D Coy.
remained in our second line. Fairly quiet night.

LLP.

Wed 6 Oct— G 17 D

Quiet night & morning — the “coal box” gun of enemy apparently put out of action or taking a rest.
From 2 pm onwards our. . ...
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..... guns were very active, & enemy'’s fairly low. Most of enemy’s artillery fire was directed at our
guns behind. Quiet night. We had 300 men digging communications trenches back from new front
trench. Casualties — 4 other ranks wounded, weather fine alternating cloudy.

LLP.

Thurs 7 Oct—G 17 D
Enemy shelled our trenches by day. Casualties — one other rank wounded.
6.30 pm - VAUDRICOURT

The Battn. left trenches which were taken over by 2" Black Watch. Battn. marched to bivouac in
Chateau grounds at Vaudricourt — arrived 1.30 am. we had been told the Battn. was going into
billets, so there was great disappointment when we were put into swampy wood to bivouac.
Weather cloudy.

LLP.

Fri 8 Oct — VAUDRICOURT

Remained in bivouacs. Weather cloudy.

Sat 9 Oct — VAUDRICOURT
Remained in bivouacs. At 4 pm we moved B, C, D companies into billets at Verquin. A Co . remained
in bivouac with Transport.
LLP.

Sun 10 Oc t — VAUDRICOURT

Remained in billets & bivouacs. Weather fine.

—
—

Mon 11 Oct — VAUDRICOURT



Remained in billets & bivouacs. Companies route marched

LLP.
Tue 12 Oct — VAUDRICOURT
80 men per coy. bathed at Hime south of Verquin
VERMELLES
Battalion left billets & bivouacs & marched into houses and trenches at south side of Vermelles.
Transport at SALLY LABOURSE. Settled in by 6 pm.
LLP.

Wed 13 Oct — VERMELLES
Transport moved to NOYELLES LES VERMELLES. Settled in by 6 pm.
12 Noon

Our artillery commenced heavy bombardment of enemy’s trenches, which continued covering an
attack, until next morning — Casualties 2 other ranks wounded. 2Lt Leach & 50 bombers sent to help
35" Inf Bde.

LLP.
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Thurs 14 Oct — VERMELLES

Battalion less bombers proceeded to take over front trenches from 6" R. W. Kents & E. Surreys (37"
Bde) Front extended from G 12 D Central (road exclusive) to G 12 A 54 exclusive. Staff arrangements
for relief very poor — we were not told which units we were relieving & had to find our own ration
dump during night. No arrangements for water. — One company of 8" R. F. held the middle of our
front line together with their bombers. Our own bombers not returned though asked for urgently as
the middle of our line can be held only by bombers, about point 22.
Ref
Trench
Map
Sheet 36 C
N.W. 3
& Part of 1.
LLP.

Fri 15 Oct — VERMELLES — 12.30 am

Relief completed. Bombing proceeds day & night at points 22 &39 in our front line. Battn. H.Q. at G
11 D 69.

3 pm



We took over our part of trench held by the company of 8" R.F. Our bombers returned about 6 pm,
tired out with continuous bombing at each corner (pts 78 & 90) of Quarries, where they practically
held the line themselves.
Enemy bombardment on part line heavily all day with H.E. & aerial torpedoes.
Parapet levelled for 50 yards in two places. Repaired at night.
Casualties :- Six other ranks killed. One other rank died of wounds. Eight other ranks wounded.
Front line
Aco.G12D53
toG 12D 39
Bco.G12B 22
toG12A92
Dco.G12A92
toG12 A54
Support Lines
Cco.G12C42
toG12A22
LLP.

Sat 16 Oct — VERMELLES

Trenches again shelled as on 15™, & parapet levelled. Repaired at night with help of one platoon, 5%
Northamptons. Our bomber having rested took over pts 22 & 39 from 8 R.F bombers. D company’s
trenches particularly heavily shelled & knocked about. Bombing goes on day & night on our line.
Casualties :- 2Lt C.D.Brodie wounded, six other ranks killed, eleven other ranks wounded

LLP.

Sun 17 Oct — VERMELLES

Trenches again shelled as on 16" & bombing continuous day & night. Parapet levelled, & repaired at
night with help of two working parties of 8" R.F. C & D coys exchanged trenches.
Casualties :- Four other ranks killed. Ten other ranks wounded.

LLP.
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Mon 18 Oct — VERMELLES

Enemy shelled trenches, particularly A & C coys, very heavily all day. May men buried & suffering
from concussion. Parapet again levelled & built up at night. Our own shells were bursting short over
our trenches during the day & night.
Casualties :- Capt H.G. Money to F.A. slightly wounded by our own shrapnel bursting short. Fifteen
other ranks killed. One other rank died of wounds. Thirty five other ranks wounded, including 6
slightly, at duty.

LLP.

Tue 19 Oct — VERMELLES



Enemy shelled trenches and Battn. H.Q. heavily during day. Casualties :- 2Lt A.C. Allan wounded by
shell. One other rank killed. Fourteen other ranks wounded, including one slightly, at duty.

4 pm
Relief by 11*" Argyle & Sutherland Highlanders commenced at 4 pm.
5.30pm

Enemy attached Battalion on our Left but were repulsed with loss. Our trenches during this attack
were heavily shelled, also heavy rifle & M.Gun fire. One relieving company of A. & S. H. were moved
up to front support line, & D. coy (in support) were ready to support. Show finished about 7.30 pm &
relief was continued.

LLP.

Wed 20 Oct — VERMELLES

Relief completed at 12.30 am. A, B & C coys went into reserve trenches in old British front line from
G 10 B 22 to G 10 B 38; D coy in old German front line from G 11 B 06 to G 11 A 90. Gave wrong map
reference for Battn. H. Q. consequently H.Q. staff did not reach Battn. H.Q. till 6 am. Our bombers
under 2Lt Leach were moved up to D coy & fitted out with bombs ready for instant action.
Casualties :- One other rank killed. Four other ranks wounded.
Capt. H. G. Money returned to duty from Field Ambulance.

LLP.
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Thurs 21 Oct — VERMELLES

On night of 20/21 Oct. enemy succeeded in surprising 9" Essex front line (to which Battn. we were
support) & captured a portion of their trenches about G 5 D 90. Capt Brown moved up with his
company (D) to capture spot & supported 2Lt Leach & bombers. Our bombers went for trenches &
recaptured them, killing many Germans & driving them out in confusion. 2Lt Leach on his arrival at
the trench found great confusion. He took command of the place & restored order. As soon as the
bombers were at work Capt. Brown lined the parapet with his company, & held it till daylight.
Names of 2Lt Leach, & the following bombers sent forward & recommended for reward :-
No. 5767, Pte Alfred Brown; No. 11098, L/C Cecil Smart; No. 495, Pte Herbert Havers — for lack &
disregard of danger & effective work at bombing & turning enemy out of trench.
See copy
Of letter
From, O.C.
9t Essex
Regt attached
11am

C & D coys exchanged trenches as the latter coy were tired out.
Casualties :- One other rank died of wounds. Three other ranks wounded.



4.30 pm

Relief by 10™ Scottish Rifles began. All the trenches were hopelessly blocked as units did not obey
orders as to which trenches were to be used for incoming & which for outgoing units. We were
delayed by 9t Essex using our incoming units trench by which to get out.

6.30 pm

Battalion moved out by QUEEN LANE, STANSFIELD ROAD & HULLUCH ALLEY and reached NOVELLES-
LES-VERMELLES at 9 pm. From here Staff had informed us we should be taken to our billets in motor-
busses. On arrival we found that only 25 buses had been provided for. .. ..
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..... whole Brigade, consequently, we had to wait till 2.30 am in pouring rain before we could
leave. Men had had no food for 18 hours, as we had been told we should be in billets by 8.30 pm. &
no hot meal been arranged there.

LLP.

Fri 22 Oct — FOUQUIERES 4 pm

Arrived at billets at FOUQUIERES. Found 36" Bde. Signal Section were occupying one of our billets &
one platoon 9™ R.F. another. C.0. had to turn them out personally. Some excuse for 9" R.F.’s
mistake, but none for Bde Signallers — Gross neglect of finding their own billet on part of Staff
Signalling Officers

5am

Settled in billets & rested all day
LLP.

Sat 23 Oct — FOUQUIERES

Battalion inspected by Maj. Gen. A.B. Scott, Comdr. 12 Division, who addressed Battn. & said he
was very pleased with them for their work in general, & especially for the fine performance of the
Bombers under 2Lt Leach on night of 20/21. Oct.
Classes for Machine Gun & Bombing carried on. No arrangements for baths

LLP.

Sun 24 Oct — FOUQUIERES
In billets. Classes carried on. Lt’s Hugh-Jones & Weber, Sgt Eades (D) & L/C Lewis (C) proceeded to
WISQUES for M.G. course.

LLP.

Mon 25 Oct — SAILLY LABOURSE



Battalion left billets at 9.30 am & marched to SAILLY LABOURSE. Very wet. Road blocked with
transport & supply wagons etc. Arrived at 1.30 pm & settled into billets by 2.30 pm relieved 1%
Coldstream Guards. Found 9*" R.F. had again occupied one of our billets — arranged amicably.

LLP.
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Tue 26 Oct — SAILLY LABOURSE
In billets. Whole Battalion bathed at Hime ANNEQUIN by private arrangement with O.C. Sanitary
Section, Guards Division, whom we relieved.
LLP.

The following are noted :-

Capt. Harold Peploe for continued god work, in & out of trenches, as company & also Intelligence
Officer. Particularly on morning of 18™ Oct when he did good work at steadying the men & getting
away wounded during heavy bombardment of trenches by H.E & aerial torpedoes. (Name sent to
Bde on 18" Oct)

No. 4906 Sgt Richard Weeson, for good work in & out of trenches, during tour in trenches from 14
to 215 Oc. Did particularly good work in handling his men, keeping them steady under heavy shell &
other fire, and getting wounded away quickly.

No. 179 Pte. Sidney Jones, for general good work as stretcher-bearer. Always on the spot when
required. On several occasions has bandaged men under heavy fire. Wounded on night of 15/16 Oct.
when carrying a wounded German from front line to Dressing Station.

Lt Donald McDonald, thoroughly good work at all times. He has taught a large percentage of his
company the use of bombs & has worked hard in his spare time to do this. Has done much good
reconnaissance & patrol work, both at Houplines and opposite Hulluch.

No. 7785, C.S.M. Charles Henry Perkins, thoroughly good work in & out of trenches. Shows an
absolute disregard of self when a man is wounded. Has more than once rushed into a shelled . . . ..
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..... area to bind up wounded men. At Houplines worked on wire nightly with excellent results.
(name sent to Bde on 18 Oct)

No. 268, Sgt Thomas Moorhouse, extraordinary good reconnaissance, patrol & bombing work
throughout. Always shows great coolness & Self-reliance. He was wounded during bombing
operations on 17" Oct.

No. 5350, C.S.M. Charles Bentley, splendid work in trenches. Frequently exposed himself to heavy
rifle & Machine Gun fire in broad daylight to bandage wounded & to bring them into safety. On 15
Oct he got on the parapet after another man had been wounded in doing so, to get in Pte. Lloyd who
was wounded, & was shot through the heart.

No. 983, Pte James Howe, has frequently exposed himself to heavy rifle & Machine Gun fire to
rescue wounded. On Oct 15", when Pte Lloyd was lying wounded on the parapet & C.S.M. Bentley
had been killed, he continued to bandage Pte. Lloyd under heavy fire from machine guns & got him
safely away to the Dressing Station.

No. 428 Pte Hall; No. 606 Pte Gilligan; No. 478 Pte Keele and No. 728 Pte Russell — acted as orderlies
when telephone wire was cut, & carried messages between company & Bn. H.Q. under heavy shell,
rifle& M.G. fire on night of 19/20 Oct.



No. 48 Sgt Alfred John Hunter, for efficient work in training & running Bn. Signallers. Frequently
repaired wire under heavy shell and SAA fire. Goes out at all times to keep connection by wire from
H.Q. (Name sent to Bde on 18™ Oct)
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Wed 27 Oct — SAILLY LABOURSE

In billets. Classes for M.G., Signalling & Bombing carried on. Very wet day.
Capt. P.G. Edwards proceeded for one months rest to Base

LLP.
Thurs 28 Oct — SAILLY LABOURSE
In billets. Classes carried on. Officers went to see our new trenches
LLP.
Fri 29 Oct — SAILLY LABOURSE
As for 28" Oct
LLP.
Sat 30 Oct — SAILLY LABOURSE
In billets. Classes carried on. Lt’s Hughes-Jones & Weber returned from M.G. class
LLP.

Sun 31 Oct — SAILLY LABOURSE

In billets. The attack was practiced, morning & afternoon, in trenches near billets. One other rank
injured at bomb-practice, unavoidable.
LLP.

LL Pargiter

Capt & Adijt
11t Middlesex Regt

A &« LE
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