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Mon 1 Nov – SAILLY LABOURSE 

 

The attack was practiced in morning. Pouring rain & men kept waiting about & got soaked through 

before going into trenches 

 

1 pm 

 

Relief of 6th Royal West Kents in trenches west of HOHENZOLLERN REDOUBT, from approximately G 

4 B 2½ . 2 to G 4 B 1.5, front line STICKY TRENCH, A & B companies in STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK. 

C company in S.F.T. behind. D company in old British S.F.T. from about G 4 A 4.5 to G 4 A 4.0. H.Q. at 

QUARRY at G 4 A 2.7. All trenches in an appalling condition with mud & water waist-high in most 

places. Relief completed at 7 pm. Rain fell steadily all day & night. 

Ref. local 

Map of 

HOHENZOLLERN 

Redoubt & DUMP 

LLP. 

 

Tue 2 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Continuous rain all day & night. Parapets kept falling in at 10 & 20 yard stretches. Impossible to 

repair with sandbags. No revetting material sent though urgently applied for. No dug-out or shelter 

of any sort, so men have to remain on fire-step day & night. Impossible for them to lie down as mud 

too deep. No sleep possible from cold & wet. Bombing frequently from our fire bombing posts. 

Casualties, four other ranks wounded & one other rank slightly at duty. Enemy shelled trenches 

during day & occasionally at night 

LLP. 

 

Wed 3 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

As for 2/11/15. Enemy shelled all trenches & H.Q. heavily during the day. Parapets still falling in, & 

no more men or material available for repairing them. All available men taken for work on saps & 

building dug-outs in other trenches than our ow. Parapets considerably knocked about by enemy’s . . 

. . .  

 



1.30 pm 

 

. . . . . shells – mostly heavy H.E. – Enemy threw a bomb from a catapult into our front line at junction 

of WEST FACE & HOG’S BACK, killing one man & wounding three. Casualties – one other rank killed, 3 

other ranks wounded, including on slightly, at duty 

LLP. 
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Thurs 4 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Conditions much the same. Rain stopped & work was continued cleaning trenches of mud & water & 

rebuilding parapets. It was discovered 4 days later that 18 mud scoops were allocated to us & were 

lying idle at R.E. dump ½ mile from Battn. H.Q. – Bde. did not inform us of this & then complained 

we were doing no work in cleaning! – A ½ company of 5th Northampton (pioneers) sent us, also R.E. 

& riveting material for repair of parapets. All above – except R.E. who arrived 12 hours late – went to 

trenches & declared it was impossible to mend the parapets, so Pioneer officers withdrew his party. 

Enemy shelled our support & reserve trenches very heavily day & night; as most of the parapet was 

down there was no cover for anyone. A company moved into MUD TRENCH & STICKY TRENCH from 

A 28 C 51 to A 28 C 80 to G 4 B 14 & B company into NORTHAMPTON TRENCH from A 28 C 60 to G 4 

A 95 (second line) D company bore the brunt of the shelling. 

Casualties five other ranks killed, twelve other ranks wounded. 78 other ranks sick as follows :- 

Rheumatism, cold & chill 25, exhaustion 28, frozen feel (mostly men who were out here last winter) 

18, shock from H.E. 7. 

Ref. as 

above 

LLP. 
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Fri 5 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Conditions same. The new trenches of A company slightly better than former front line. Rain held off 

most of the day. Enemy again shelled us heavily – B company getting the worst during the night. 

Work was continued & at last signs of betterment began to appear. An Officer . . . . .  

Major Codencece 

. . . . .  from 12th Div. staff went round one trench & said of course things were bad but that they 

weren’t anything like what had been reported by us. All ranks had now being soaked through & 

standing continuously in mud & water for over 100 hours with no chance of sleep or even lying 

down. 

Casualties :- three other ranks killed. Eight other ranks wounded. 2 Lieuts D. McDonald & H.L. 

Macilwaine wounded by a shell. This left only 2Lt Lewis with B company, himself shaken by the same 

shell, when his behaviour & coolness was admirable. Two officers (one from C and one from D 

company) sent for duty to B company. 

63 sick as follows :- Frozen feet 40, rheumatism 9, influenza & bronchitis 8, various 6. 

A draft of 47 other ranks arrived at Transport camp, mostly rejoined casualties. 

LLP. 
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Sat 6 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Work on all trenches is continued day & night; in addition to this parties work continuously on saps 

& dug-outs (in other units lines). 

 

2 pm 

 

7th Royal Sussex relieved us in trenches. Relief delayed for three hours owing to heavy shelling of all 

trenches & H.Q. by enemy. Completed at 9.55 pm. Battalion went into reserve trenches evacuated 

by R. Sussex Regt. about railway & east of it. H.Q. at G 3 B 13. A lot of work required clearing & 

building up trenches. Draft of 47 joined Battalion. 

Ref Map 

36 C N.W. 

3 & part of 1 

Casualties :- four other ranks wounded. 

68 sick as follows :- 59 frozen feet, 5 rheumatism, 4 chills & Flu 

LLP. 

 

Sun 7 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

One other rank wounded. 38 sick – 30 frozen feet, 8 various.  

LT LANE proceeded to R.F.C. on probation as Asst. Equipment Officer 

LLP. 

 

Mon 8 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Two other rank wounded. 25 sick – 13 frozen feet, 5 rheumatism, 3 piles, 4 chill & Flu 8 

LLP. 

 

Tue 9 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Two other rank wounded. 24 sick – 3 frozen feet, 15 rheumatism & chill, 1 piles, 5 various 

Work carried on by day & by night on our own trenches – clearing mud & water, floor boards, 

rebuilding parapets & parados improvements. Carrying & working parties found by day & by night 

for R.E., Pioneers & other units (generally for bombs) trenches shelled by day with some damage, & 

occasionally by night 

LLP. 
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Wed 10 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Three other ranks wounded including one slightly at duty. Work on trenches carried on. Carrying 

parties by day & by night. Enemy shelled trenches during the day doing some damage 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 11 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 



 

Work carried on in trenches. Enemy shelled trenches doing some damage. 

Casualties – Nil           Some rain 

LLP. 

 

Fri 12 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Work carried on it trenches. Enemy shelled trenches doing some damage. 

Casualties one other rank wounded  Some rain. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 13 Nov – [STICKY TRENCH & HOG’S BACK] 

 

Work carried on in trenches. Some shelling by enemy. 

Casualties – Nil. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 14 Nov – SAILLY LABOURSE 

 

Battalion relieved by 5th Kings (Liverpool) Regt & proceeded to billets at Sailly Labourse. (3 Miles) 

LLP. 

 

Mon 15 Nov – SAILLY LABOURSE 

 

In billets. Day spent in cleaning up & refitting. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 16 Nov – FOUQUEREUIL 

 

Battalion moved to billets at Fouquereuil. (6 miles) 2Lient S.W. HEDGECOCK joined & posted to D 

co.) 

LLP. 

 

Wed 17 Nov – FOUQUEREUIL 

 

In billets. Two companies bathed at BETHUNE. Classes for M.G., Signallers & Bombers carried on. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 18 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Battalion moved to billets at BOURECQ (12 miles) about 2 miles west of LILLERS. 

2Lient A.C. TAYLOR joined and posted to C co. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 19 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

In billets. Training & classes carried on 

LLP. 



 

Sat 20 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

In billets. Training & classes carried on 

LLP. 
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Sun 21 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Sunday Service held. Capt Henty & 2 NCOs proceeded to Guards Div for one week’s attachment. 

Capt Peploe, Lt Hughes-Jones & 2 NCOs to 12th Div School at Fouquieres for 12 days course 

LLP. 

 

Mon 22 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on. Weather fine. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 23 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on. Some rain. Draft of 15 other ranks, mostly former men of Battn. joined 

LLP. 

 

Wed 24 No  – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on. A little rain. Following officers reported their arrival for duty :- 

Lt A.M. BELLINGHAM (Res. Of Officers) posted to A company. 

Lt. L.A. HUGHMAN (Temp Lt) posted to D company 

2/Lt. C.M. PLUMPTRE (Temp 2/Lt) posted to C company 

2/Lt. A. REDFORD (Temp 2/Lt) posted to B company 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 25 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 26 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 27 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on. 

LLP. 

 



Sun 28 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Sunday 

LLP. 

 

Mon 29 Nov – BOURECQ 

  

Training carried on 

LLP. 

 

Tue 30 Nov – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on 

LLP. 

 

LL Pargiter 

Capt & Adjt 

11th Middlesex Regt 
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