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Wed 1 Dec – BOURECQ 

 

Training carried on. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 2 Dec – BOURECQ 

Training carried on. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 3 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX 

 

Battalion proceeded by march route to billets at LES CHOCQUAUX, Square W.18. Distance 14 miles. 

Steady drizzle all day. Motor lorries provided for carrying blankets & packs, & motor busses for men 

who were unable to walk. Settled in billets by 3 pm. Billets very scattered & not as good as last ones. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 4 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX 

 

No ground available for training, as all land is cultivated or crossed by streams & ditches. Very wet & 

ground under water everywhere. 

Capt Piploe, Lt Hughes-Jones & 2 NCOs returned from Div. School. – Course there very elementary. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 5 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX 

 

Bombers, Machine Gunners & Signallers classes carried on. 

Church Service held. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 6 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX 

 

Classes carried on. Companies route marched. Draft of 18 other ranks joined, all former men of the 

Battalion. 

LLP. 

 



Tue 7 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX 

 

Training carried on as for 6th mist. Major W.C. Newton proceeded to England to assume command of 

a service battalion of E. Surrey Regt. 

One other rank slightly wounded at bomb throwing training. 

Capt. Piper & Lt Hughman, 2 NCOs proceeded to 12th Div School of Instruction. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 8 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX 

 

Working party of 3 officers & 258 other ranks sent to Bethune for mining work. Staff arrangements 

for their billets nil. They were billeted finally by our own officers after they had seen town major. 

Party divided into 3 reliefs & taken to place of work in motor lorries. In meantime remainder were 

turned out of their billets by 37th Bde unit. Consequently, some rifles & kit were lost. 
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Cont. 

 

2Lieuts H.A. EDEN and A. BIAGOTT joined from 12th Bn. on first appointment to commissions. 

Attached to D & C coys respectively. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 9 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX 

 

1 Officer & 80 men of working party returned at 9 pm. Soaked through & having had no rest for 

nearly 24 hours. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 10 Dec – LES CHOCQUAUX – 8 am 

 

1 Officer & 80 men of working party returned, soaked through & tired out. 

 

LE TOURET – 11.45 am 

 

Battalion left billets & proceeded to Le Touret where relieved 1st Bn. Middlesex Regt in billets. Relief 

completed by 1 pm. Map ref. X 16 d N. & X 17 a S.W. 

Ref. Map 

Bethune 

Combined 

Sheet 

12 Noon 

 

A company took over two posts at CAILLOU (X 30 b) & EPINETTE (X24 a) with two platoons each. 

 

4 pm 

 



1 Officer & 80 men of working party returned, soaked through & tired out. They had to march out 

from Bethune through Bde. had promised to send them in lorries. Result of this working party having 

to be found by us – 1/3 of Battalion tired out & soaked through for 36 hours, before Battalion goes 

into front line trenches 

LLP. 

 

Sat 11 Dec – LE TOURET 

 

A draft of 132 other ranks arrived. No warning was given us & the first we knew about it was the 

draft marching in. They were mostly 1st & 3rd Battalion men. – Feet of all men rubbed with whale oil. 

 

FESTUBERT – 4 pm 

 

Relief of 2nd A. & S. Highlanders in trenches commenced. Platoons marched to . . . . .  

Ref. Trench 

Map Sheet 

36 S.W. 3 

. . . . . Boot drying room at S 25 B 4.2, neat Festubert, where gum boots were put on & then into 

trenches. C & D coys in front line. C from 2 27 B 7.5 to S 27 & D from S 21 d 8.4 to S 27 b 7.5 with 2 

platoons in ORCHARD at S 27 b N.E. A coy in RICHMOND Support trench from S 21 D 2.2 to S 27 A 

6.9. B coy in Reserve trench from S 20 B 2.1 to S 26 B 5.9 . . . . .  
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. . . . .  Headquarters at S 20 B 3.3. Relief completed at 10 pm. State of ground & roads very bad with 

mud & water. All trenches full of water & dug-outs mainly flooded. All companies started pumping & 

baling at once & very soon got the upper hand of the flood. From this we gather that former unit did 

not do much work. A good deal of rain fell during night. Enemy very quiet everywhere. All bombs in 

front line were found on examination to be useless from wet & neglect. – One other rank killed by 

shell during relief. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 12 Dec – FESTUBERT 

 

Rather wet day. Pumping & baling carried on almost continuously. D company trench the worst for 

water. Continuous men impossible, so groups posted on islands along trench & relieved every 48 

hours or less as necessary. C company quite good, 2Lt Whinney in command doing well. C coy having 

plenty of sniping at enemy who exposes himself a good deal especially at one place where he seems 

to have no trench. Bag of 6 tody of which Sgt Futer got 2. Enemy very quiet. He sent a few 7.7 cm 

over A coy during the day. B coy in reserve find carrying parties for C & D’s rations & water by night. 

– Three other ranks wounded (All A coy) 

LLP. 
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Mon 13 Dec – FESTUBERT 



Fine cold day – No rain. Pumping & draining carried on successfully. C coy continue to bag bodies. – 

one other rank wounded (A co) Heavy post set in during evening & night. D company had to send 

back nearly one platoon to get dry & warmed for 24 hours. 4 NCOs & 20 men of A coy sent up to D 

to replace these for 24 hours. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 14 Dec – FESTUBERT 

 

Warmer day. Little rain. Water now well in hand in all trenches. Our guns very active all day. Little 

reply from enemy. Our snipers active & claimed 10 Germans including an Officer. LT Eden bagged 

three. – 2/Lieuts. J.F. SMALLWOOD, H.R. STRONG and D.S. MARCUS joined. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 15 Dec – FESTUBERT 

 

Enemy’s artillery active all day. Roads around RICHMOND trench and ground around RESERVE trench 

& H.Q. shelled with H.E. & shrapnel. 33% of enemy’s shells were duds. 

 

4.30 pm 

 

Battalion relieved by 9th Royal Fusiliers. Relief completed by 9 pm. The reserve company (B) was 

relieved in the early morning & took over posts at CAILLOUX & LEPINETTE. 

 

LE TOURET 

 

Battalion settled in billets at 10.30 pm. – Casualties, three other ranks wounded including one 

slightly at duty. 

2Lt J.O. Leach awarded Military Cross for events on 21-10-15 

No. 11098 L/Cpl Smart / No. 495 Pte Havers / No. 5767 Pte Brown  

Awarded Distinguished Conduct Medal for events on 21-10-15 

LLP. 
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Thurs 16 Dec – LE TOURET 

 

Battalion in billets, refitting clothing etc. 

Capt. G.L. Brown left to take over duties of Staff Captain, 19th Inf Brigade. Working Party of 200 men 

found by night 

LLP. 

 

Fri 17 Dec – LE TOURET 

 

In billets. Classes for Signallers & Bombers carried on. 

Working party of 200 men found by night. Pioneers were very pleased with the way our men 

worked. – Draft of 22 other ranks joined – all except 4 being former men of the Battalion. 

LLP. 

 



Sat 18 Dec – LE TOURET 

 

In billets. Working party of 200 men found by night. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 19 Dec – BETHUNE – 9 am 

 

Battalion relieved by 6th Queen’s (37th Bde) & proceeded to billets in Tobacco factory, Bethume –  

 

4.30 pm to 4 am Mon 20 Dec 

 

Whole Battalion on carrying 

Fatigue. No hitch occurred anywhere. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 20 Dec – BETHUNE 

 

In billets. Musketry & bathing. Lt V.C. DODSON joined & posted to A coy 

LLP. 

 

Tue 21 Dec – BETHUNE 

 

In billets. Training carried on 

LLP. 

 

Wed 22 Dec – BETHUNE 

 

In billets. Training carried on – Musketry. OC coys proceeded to look at trenches about to be taken 

over. 2LT Redford proceeded to Havre on Transport course. 

LLP. 
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Thurs 23 Dec – GIVENCHY – 11.30 am 

 

Battalion relieved 5th Berks Regt. in trenches north of Givenchy. Battalion section from A 3 A 3.0 

(North) to A 9 A 6.5 (South). 7th R Sussex Regt. on right; 6th East Kents on Left. 

Ref Map 

36 c N.W 1 

Prov. Edition 

No. 2. 

7 pm 

 

Relief completed at 7 pm. 

A company in SCOTTISH Trench 

Bombers in saps I, J & K. 

B company in PRINCES Street (18 men), GEORGE Street ( 1 platoon) & LE PLANTAIN (2½ platoons)  

C company in CALEDONIAN Street and NEW CUT, & POPPY REDOUBT (1 platoon) & WARREN (24 men) 



D company in GROUSE BUTTS (3 platoons) & Old British Line ( 1 platoon) 

Battn.H.Q. at WINDY CORNER (A 8 C 1.8) 

Condition of trenches – fairly muddy. In PRINCES St. all 18 men on one island as rest of trench 

untenable. Enemy fairly quiet during night – rain fell. 

One other rank wounded. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 24 Dec – GIVENCHY 

 

At 7.15 AM. the Germans blew up a mine about 70 yards from the right of our line & shelled all 

trenches for a few minutes heavily. 

During the day artillery on both sides was fairly active, particularly enemy’s on Poppy redoubt & 

Caledonian Road. – 

At 7.30 P.M. enemy made two bombing attacks on saps I & K. Our bombers withheld fire until 

enemy were 30 yards off & then opened rapid fire with Mills bombs. Enemy retired precipitously & 

casualties are known to have been caused on him. The rest of the night was quiet in the front line, 

but artillery on both sides were active at intervals. During the afternoon . . . . . 
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. . . . . L/C Smart (Bomber) shot a German who had shaken his fist at him. 

At about 11.30 pm No. 803, Pte WORRALL (Bomber) whilst throwing bombs dropped one in trench 

owing to muddy hands. He at one shouted a warning to other men near, & proceeded to stamp the 

bomb into the mud to prevent harm to men there. The bomb exploded & wounded him in leg. There 

was no time for him to pick up the bomb after dropping it & throw it out of trench, as fuse had 

already burnt for 2 seconds when the bomb fell. It is a 5 second fuse. Name sent forward. 

During the night & day we co-operated with 7th R. Sussex with rifle grenades into the new crater of 

mine blown up in morning, which was occupied by enemy. It is believed that enemy were cleared 

out. 

Two other ranks killed, six other ranks wounded 

LLP. 

 

Sat 25 Dec – GIVENCHY 

 

Bombers were lively in the early morning giving the enemy Xmas greeting with 48 bombs. Only 2 

were sent in reply. During early morning enemy shelled our trenches heavily doing a great deal of 

damage to Poppy Redoubt & New Cut. In afternoon he shelled Le Plantain. Our guns retaliated & 

stopped his firing. 

Battalion relieved by 9th R.Fusiliers & proceeded to billets at LE QUESNOY as reserve battalion to 

Brigade. Settled in billets at 10 pm. 

Casualties Nil. 

LLP. 
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Sun 26 Dec – GIVENCHY 

 

In billets. Draft of 22 other ranks joined. Age of draft was noticeable. 



LLP. 

 

Mon 27 Dec – GIVENCHY 

 

Battalion relieved 9th R Fusiliers in same line of trenches as on 23rd Dec. Disposition as before. Relief 

completed at 6.45 P.M. Quiet night. Casualties Nil. 

LLP. 

 

Tues 28 Dec – GIVENCHY 

 

Some shelling by enemy during day, mostly about GIVENCHY on our right. 

Draft of 54 other ranks joined. 

Night fairly quiet, some bombing & shelling. Casualties Nil. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 29 Dec – GIVENCHY 

  

Enemy exploded a small mine on our right – Our bombers co-operated with 7th R. Sussex with bombs 

and rifle Grenades – L’Col Osbourne came round and expressed his thanks for the assistance given to 

his bombers by a party of our bombers. 

Battalion relieved by 9th R. Fusiliers and went into support. 

 A Company in billets at WINDY CORNER 

 B Company at LE PLANTIN 2 platoons in billets 2 platoons in KEEPS 

 C Company in billets at WINDY CORNER 

 D Company GIVENCHY KEEP (50 rifles) HERTY REDOUBT (1 platoon) HILDER REDOUBT (½ 

platoon) MOATHOUSE REDOUBT (½ platoon). 

 H.Q. WINDY CORNER – A 8 C 4½ 1 – Casualties 2 other ranks killed, five wounded. 

Ref Map 

36 c N.W 1 GBA 

Prov Edition 

No 2 

 

Thurs 30 Dec – GIVENCHY 

 

Working parties and carrying parties totalling to 460 – found from A, B, & C Companies during the 

day -Many men out twice – Enemy fairly quiet. 

Casualties – one other rank wounded. 
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Fri 31 Dec – GIVENCHY 

 

Battalion relieved by 6th Queens – and proceeded to billets at LES CHOQUAUX 

Square N 18 – 

Map Ref. 

France Sheet 

36A 

GBA 



 

WH Samual Major 

Comdr 11th Middlesex Regt 
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