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Tue 1 Feb — LE CORNET BOURDOIS

In billets — Training carried on.

LLP.
Wed 2 Feb — LE CORNET BOURDOIS
In billets — Training carried on.
LLP.
Thurs 3 Feb — LE CORNET BOURDOIS
In billets — Training carried on.
LLP.

Fri 4 Feb — LE CORNET BOURDOIS

In billets — Training carried on. Lt’s Bellingham & Biagott, Vickers Gun & personnel joined 36" M.G.
Company.

LLP.
Sat 5 Feb - GONNEHEM
Battalion proceeded by march route to billets at GONNEHEM
LLP.
Sun 6 Feb — GONNEHEM
In billets — Training carried on.
LLP.

Mon 7 Feb — GONNEHEM



In billets — Training carried on. 2Lts Taylor & Marcus, & 2 NCOs proceeded to Dive. School for course
of instruction.

4.30 pm

Battalion inspected by Maj. Gen Scott, Commanding 12" Div, and D.C.M. ribbon presented to 5767,
Pte Brown for deeds on 20/21% Oct. 1915

LLP.
Tue 8 Feb — GONNEHEM
In billets. Training carried on.
LLP.
Wed 9 Feb - GONNEHEM
In billets. Training carried on.
3 pm
Battalion inspected by Lt. Gen. Munro, Commanding 1%* Army, at CHOCQUES.
LLP.
Thurs 10 Feb —- GONNEHEM
In billets. Training carried on. OCs coys etc went to visit trenches.
LLP.

Fri 11 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE

Battalion marched to SAILLY LABOURSE into billets. Again great difficulties in billeting as there were
no Staff arrangements for allotting areas. Very wet day & all ranks soaked through. Billets obtainable
were not good, & were very restricted.

LLP.
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Sat 12 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE — 6 am
Battalion marched to trenches to relieve 2" Dismounted Battn (9*" Lancers & 4 D.G.)
10am
Relief completed — no casualties.
Front line from G 11 B 5.5 (near QUARRIES) to G5 C % .2%. H.Q. at G 11 A 2.9 in GORDON ALLEY.
Companies distributed as follows :-

Aco. 1 platoon KAISERIN Trench (front line)
1 “ HARRIS ST.(support line)



2 “ VIGO ST do.
Bco. 2 “ BIGGER WILLIE (front line)
1“ GORDON ALLEY (support line)
1 “ ANCHOR trench (west end)
Cco. 1 “ KINK & ALLEXANDRA trench (north end) (front line)
1 “ ANCHOR trench (east end (support line)
Dco. 1 “ ALEXANDRA trench (south end) (front line)
1“ CROWN trench (support line)

On our left 7" R. Sussex, on right Dismounted Battn.
3.30 pm

BILLS BLUFF bombarded by our heavy guns. We cleared some of our front line opposite. Enemy
retaliated with trench mortars & rifle grenades to which we replied aa the evening.
Bright moonlight night. Our wire very poor & scanty, & fire stepshad . .. ..
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..... to be made in all fire trenches. A good deal of repairs & rebuilding of trenches had to be done.
Enemy fairly quiet except for occasionally M.G. fire & some snipers. Our M.G. (Lewis) kept up regular
fire on BILLS BLUFF to prevent enemy repairing. No casualties.

LLP.

Sun 13 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE
Some activity with trench mortars & rifle grenades on both sides.
10am
Enemy bombarded all our trenches with H.E. & smaller stuff, doing a considerable amount of

damage & causing casualties. Our artillery (including Heavies) retaliated & by 3 pm. things were
normal again.

5.30 pm

Enemy started intensive bombardment of all our front, support & communication trenches with
shells of all sizes up to about 9 inch, mostly H.E. A great amount of material damage was done &
casualties wee heavy as there are no dug-outs to speak of.

6.10 pm

Enemy exploded 2 mines under KINK & one under ALEXANDRA trench, north end, levelling both
these trenches. Almost 50 Germans in groups of about 10 each came across from BILLS BLUFF &
tried to enter BIGGER WILLIE. We opened rifle, M.G. & bomb fire on them & caused most of them to
fall back. About 6 of got into our trench & were bombed & bayoneted by us. They had filled their
pockets . . ...

Page 59



..... with Mills grenades. Documents & equipment taken from bodies showed them to belong to
23" Barvarian Inf. Regt., 2" Battn., No 5 company.

Enemy’s gun fire lifted to our support trenches being Bigger Willie & Kink when mines went up.
Elsewhere remained as before.

6.25 pm
Enemy’s fire ceased.

6.45 pm
Enemy lit fires on his front lines & threw smoke bombs, but wind took smoke northwards.

7 pm

Normal conditions again.
All telephone lines except that to our left (A co) company were broken in first five minutes.
Communications kept up by orderlies. 3 green rockets for S.0.S. signal were sent up at 5.40 pm. &
our guns said they saw them & put up barrage. We could not hear our guns owing to noise. — At 5.40
pm an orderly sent back to Bde H.Q. asking for reinforcements as attack was expected. Took orderly
an hour to get back to Bde H.Q.

10.30 pm

One company 9" R.F. came up & were distributed along our front. One platoon to each of our
companies. Another company 9" R.F... ...

12 midnight

LLP.
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..... 2Lt J.0. LEACH, wounded right hand (bomb), 2 Lt G.H. SMITH, wounded in foot from treading
on bayonet partly buried in trench.
10 other ranks killed, 49 o.r. wounded & shock, 5 o.r. missing.

Mon 14 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE

Work of repairing & rebuilding trenches carried on all night and day. Day fairly quiet, no shelling to
speak of but some rifle grenades & T.M. activity in parts.

Following message received :- “The G.0.C. 1° Army wishing his congratulations conveyed to the
officer commanding and troops who counter-attached & drove back the enemy who had effected a
lodgement in our trenches in the neighbourhood of the KINK on the evening of the 13" ins|.”



At night some enemy’s working parties were observed & fired on by us with M.G. & bombs from
catapults. 3 Germans know to have been killed. Work on our wire continued at night for repairs to
trenches. 100 men 9" R.F. worked o trenches by night.
Casualties — 2 o.r. wounded.

LLP.
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Tue 15 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE
Quiet night & day. Some rain fell which caused parapets to fall to pieces, & made trenches muddy.
Some activity with rifle grenade & T.M. on both sides. Enemy sent about six aerial torpedoes into our

trenches, one of which caused six casualties.
Casualties — 2 O.R. killed, 6 other ranks wounded.

LLP.
Wed 16 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE S
Battalion relieved by 9*" R.F. & proceeded to reserve trenches. Battn. H.Q. at G2 B 3.9
Bethune
Combined
Sheet
Acoy. 3 platoon in RAILWAY RESVE TRENCH (G 3 D)
1 platoon in VERMELLES
B & C coys in LANCASHIRE TRENCH (G 2B 1.8 to G 2 B 0.4)
D coy in VERMELLES
Carrying parties found in evening. Casualties — 1 O.R. wounded/
LLP.
Thurs 17 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE
In reserve trenches. Carrying parties found by day & night.
LLP.
Fri 18 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE
In reserve trenches. Carrying parties found by day & night.
LLP.
Sat 19 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE
In reserve trenches. Carrying parties found by day & night.
LLP.

Sun 20 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE

In reserve trenches. Carrying parties found by day & night.
LLP.
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Mon 21 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE
Guides met relieving battalion — 6™ QUEENS Buffs — When relieved companies.. . . ..
BETHUNE

..... proceeded independently to billets in BETHUNE — Battalion settled in billets at 5.45 pm
GRA

Tue 22 Feb — BETHUNE

In billets — cleaning up working parties totalling to 320 found during the day
GRA

Wed 23 Feb — BETHUNE
In billets. Signalling & bombing classes
Thurs 24 Feb — BETHUNE
In billets. Signalling & bombing classes
Fri 25 Feb — BETHUNE
In billets. Signalling & bombing classes
Sat 26 Feb — BETHUNE
In billets. Signalling & bombing classes
Sun 27 Feb — BETHUNE

In billets. Signalling & bombing classes
GBA

Mon 28 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE — 2.30 pm

Battalion marches to billets in SAILLY LABOURSE — Settled in billets at 5 pm.
GBA

Tue 29 Feb — SAILLY LABOURSE — 9 am

Battalion relieved “6'™ Queens” in trenches — Guides at BREWERY CORNER — VERMELLES at 9 AM.
Communications trenches in a very bad condition owing to recent frost . .. ..



4.25 pm

..... & snow — Relief completed at 4.25 pm.
Front line fromG5d01%toG5c02%.

ACo. 2Plts
2 Plts

BCo. 1PIt
1 PIt
1Plt
1 PIt

CCo. 2Plts
2 Plts
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D Co. 2Plts
2 Plts

KAISERIN Trench (Clifford Street to Peter Street)
VIGO Street

BIGGER WILLIE

HUSSAR HORN

GORDON ALLEY & Trenches

SACKVILLE Street

BIGGER WILLIE (Crown Trench to Maria Alley)
ANCHOR Trench

W D Ingle LtCol
Commdg 11% Service Bn. Middlesex Regt

ALEXANDRA Trench & KINK
RIFLEMENS ALLEY and CROWN Trench.
LLP.
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