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Wed 1 Mar – SAILLY LABOURSE 

 

quiet night – a certain amount of rifle grenades – Own gunners behind us requesting . . . . . 

 

6.30 pm 

 

. . . . . Detonating party 1 N.C.O. & 15 men of regular grenadiers sent to CLARKS KEEP to detonate 

grenades. 

GBA 

 

Thurs 2 Mar – SAILLY LABOURSE – 9 AM 

 

Party of 1 N.C.O. & 20 men Detonating party to CLARKES KEEP 

 

11 AM 

 

Party of 1 N.C.O. & 15 men returned – been working hard all night detonating bombs 

 

3.30 pm 

 

Received orders re attack on CHORD in Hohenzollern by 8th – 9th R Fusiliers. 

 

4 pm 

 

Orders to detail working party 4 N.C.O.s & 50 men (½ from C Co & ½ from B Co). to be at junction of 

SAVILLE ROW and PUPPET line under orders of OC 9th RF – Party there at 5.15 pm. 

 

5.20 pm 

 

Heavy Artillery started shelling behind the “Dump” 

 

5.30 pm 

 

All men out of dugouts. 

 



5.45 pm 

 

Three large mines and one small one blown by us. – under the CHORD – 32,000 lbs of explosive 

used. – Our artillery opened heavy fire – Enemy replied at once – fairly heavy shelling in all our 

trenches GORDON ALLEY and HULLOCH ALLEY heavily. 

 

7.30 pm 

 

Received orders to give 9th R>F> all possible assistance. 

 

8 pm 

 

2Lt Marians & 50 men from A Co sent to junction of SAVILLE ROW in support line under orders of 

O.C. 9 R.F. 

GBA 
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8.40 pm 

 

2Lt MOORE – 50 men – 2 2 Grenade Squad (A Co) to report to OC 9th RF. 

 

9.30 pm 

 

Received orders to place 2 Companies under orders of OC 9th RF. 

 

10 pm 

 

“B” Co extended to the left and took over “A” Co front line with left on POKER Street – Remainder of 

“A” Co moved to VIGO Street. 

D Co Extend left to junction of HA-SSA Alley with BIGGER WILLIE. 

B & D Co hold the front line. 

A Co left of VIGO Street  C Co  move to right of VIGO Street 

 

11 55 pm 

 

D Co 6th Connaught Rangers arrives and attached to “D” Co 

 1 Plt BIGGER WILLIE (front line) 

 1 Plt GORDON ALLEY T 

 2 Plt ANCHOR TRENCH 

LLP. 

 

Fri 3 Mar – SAILLY LABOURSE – 3 am 

 

“A” Co 6 Connaught Rangers arrived – put in SACKVILLE Street. 

Order from Brigade to send 100 boxes of Grenades from Brigade Store in . . . . .  

 

6 am 



 

. . . . . GORDON ALLEY (Junction with SUPPORT LINE). 100 men of “A” Co Connaughts sent under a 

guide. 

C Co moved  2 Plts KAISERIN (Poker St – Saville Row) 

  2 Plts NORTHAMPTON Trench (with right on Saville Row) 

 

9 am 

 

Major Newton 9th R.F. came with orders for the battalion to relieve the 9th R. Fusiliers 

D Co. Connaughts arrived and took over from our ‘D’ Co and hold front line ALEXANDRA Trench & 

KINK (Riflemans Alley to Archway) 
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A Co Connaughts hold from Archway to CLIFFORD Street junction with KAISERIN 

D Co 2 Plts KAISERIN (Clifford St – Poker St) 

 2 Plt VIGO St 

B Co 2 Plt KAISERIN (Poker St – Saville Row) 

A Co NORTHAMPTON Trench 

C Co No 1 Crater – 15 men 

 No 2 Crater – 20 men 

 A Crater – 30 men also 16 Grenadiers  

 Remainder of company in Right of NORTHAMPTON Trench. 

 

2.10 pm 

 

Relief completed. 

 

3.45 pm 

 

Capt Piper came down from Craters and reported that Lewis Guns had gone off before ours had 

arrived – No Guns in Craters – Also handed in a long list of RE Stores required at once for 

consolidation of position and asked for 250 men to Carry out this work – bombs and SAA only in very 

small quantities. 

4.15 pm 

 

Enemy started shelling and trench mortaring – all sorts. more especially Crumps. 

Remainder of C Co sent up at once to Crater 2 with available bombs. 

 

5 pm 

 

25 men of A Co sent to Crater 2 – Carrying a box of bombs each. 

KAISERIN Trench leading to Crater 2 levelled by enemy shell fire. 
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5.30 pm 

 



25 more men of A Co sent up – Each man carrying 2 or 3 bandoliers of SAA 

 

7 pm 

 

Remainder of A CO sent up to Crater under Lt Dodgson. 

Bombs brought from SACKVILLE St – VIGO St – GORDON Alley by parties from B & D Companies and 

taken to SAVILLE ROW and Crater 2. 

Message from brigade passed on to Craters to supervise expenditure of bombs. 

 

8.15 pm 

 

Shell and bombing quieted down – bosch had attacked three times. 

Sandbags sent up to Craters – work started at once clearing damage done. 

Enemy fairly quiet. 

 

10 pm 

 

Enemy reported to occupy further lip of      Crater. 

LLP. 

 

Sat 4 Mar – SAILLY LABOURSE 5.30 am 

 

Major Cope sent up by G.O.C. to command. 

 

5.45 am 

 

Enemy started off again bombing heavily – more bombs and SAA called for  - 

 

7 am 

 

Fairly quiet – Sniper in further lip of        Crater commanding trench between 2 & A Craters – could 

not be shifted and caused trouble. 

 

11 am 

 

D Co relieved C Co in Craters – fairly quiet. 

 

Page 67 

 

Sun 5 Mar – SAILLY LABOURSE – 1 am 

 

Enemy active and bombing heavily – Piper and C Co sent up to reinforce Crater 2. 

 

9 am 

 

Relief by 6th Buffs guides at BREWERY CORNER VERMELLES at 9 am. 

Trenches very bad – took long time to come up communication . . . . .  

 



4 pm 

 

. . . . trenches – All companies except Crater A relieved – attempted to relieve Crater A but failed. 

Worked till Dark. 

 

8.10 pm 

 

Crater A relieved. 

Companies proceeded to billets in SAILLY LABOURSE  ind up ind enty 

 

LLP. 

 

Mon 6 Mar – SAILLY LABOURSE – 12.15 am 

 

Battalion settled in billets  

 

BETHUNE – 11 am 

 

Battalion proceeded to billets in BETHUNE 

 

1 pm 

 

Settled in billets. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 7 Mar – BETHUNE 

 

In billets reorganizing 

LLP. 

 

Wed 8 Mar – BETHUNE 

 

In billets reorganizing 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 9 Mar – BETHUNE 

 

In billets reorganizing 

LLP. 

 

Fri 10 Mar – NOYELLES – 9 am 

 

Battalion marched to NOYELLES & took over billets from 5th Berks 

LLP. 

 

Sat 11 Mar – NOYELLES – 9 am 

 

Battalion relieved 9th Essex in trenches – QUARRY Sector, C.I. 



H.Q. in 0. G. 1 – G 11 D 4.7 B Co front line, right on DEVON LANE – G 12 D 3.8 

A Co in O. G. 1 (support    left on DUGDALE ROAD – to G 12 C 4.8 

Sheet 
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C Co in O. B. 1 (support) 

D Co front line, right on C co, left in BROOKWOOD ST, - G 12 A 0.1 

 

12.30 pm 

 

Relief completed. – Quiet day & night. No Casualties. 

7th R Sussex on our left. 7th Camerons(44th Bde) on our right. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 11 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

Quiet day till 2.30 pm. when enemy dropped come H.E. about 0.B.1 until 4 pm. No damage. Quiet 

night. No casualties 

LLP. 

 

Sun 12 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

Quiet day & night. No casualties. Very fine day. 

LLP. 

 

Mon 13 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

Quiet morning. Draft of 75 OR joined. 

 

5 pm 

 

Tunnelling Company set off a small defensive mine in the craters outside LOOKOUT CRESCENT> 

Firstly, we only heard by accident that the mine was to be set off. O.C. Tun. Coy. informed us that he 

had told Brigade. – we made our dispositions & were ready. After the explosion Lt Crombie (O.C. B 

co.) and 2Lt SMITH went along trench & found some miners stretched out. They tried to drag them 

out but were gassed themselves, together with 3 other ranks. 2lt Smith died withing one hour. Lt 

Crombie & 1 other rank slightly & were at duty next day. – The cause of the gas coming back to our 

trenches was found to have been caused by the R.E. Subaltern in charge of the proceedings putting 

only 7 foot tamping when he had been told to put in 10 foot. Consequently, all the force of the 

explosion came back up the shafts. This gross neglect of orders caused the death of one of our best 

officers.  

LLP. 
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Tue 14 Mar – NOYELLES – 4 am 

 

Activity about Hohenzollern Craters. 

 

9 am 

 

Relieved by 9th R.F. & proceeded into support trenches; B & C coy. in ) B.B.1, D co. in 0.B.5 & 0.B.4, A 

co. in CURLEY CRESENT. Also H.Q. 

Quiet day & night 

LLP. 

 

Wed 15 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

Quiet day & night. No casualties. Various carrying & working parties found. 

LLP. 

Lt. D.R. GILFILLAN joined & posted to A co. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 16 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

As for 15/3. Casualties 2 OR wounded. 

LLP. 

 

Fri 17 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

Battn. relieved 9th R.F. in QUARRY Sector. 

B co. from HULLUCH RD. to BEECON TR. 

D co. from left of B to DEVON LANE 

A co. from D of NEW CUT 

C co. from left of A to south end of SWINBOURNE LOOP 

H.Q. at junction of 0.G.1 and DEVON LANE. 

7th R.Sussex on our left. 44th Bde on right. 

Enemy shelled our trenches during day & was active with sniping and rifle grenades during the night. 

We retaliated vigorously, & we soon stopped & seemed surprised that we replied. 

Casualties – 1 OR killed, 3 OR wounded (1 since died of wounds) 

LLP. 
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Sat 18 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

Quiet morning. During afternoon there was some artillery activity on both sides. 

Quiet night. Casualties 4 OR wounded. 

Draft of 70 other ranks joined Battalion. 

LLP. 

 

Sun 19 Mar – NOYELLES 

 



Quiet day & night 

 

10.30 pm 

 

We exploded a mine at Hairpin on our left. Beyond a little rifle fire there was no demonstration. 

Casualties. 5 OR wounded 

LLP. 

 

Mon 20 Mar – NOYELLES 

 

Battn. relieved by 9th R.F. & proceeded in reserve. 

A & C coys & H.Q. in cellers in Vermelles 

B & D coys in huts & billets in Noyelles 

Carrying & working parties found 

Casualties – 4 OR. Wounded accidentally while carrying bombs. 5 Mills grenades exploded in a box of 

12. No reason known. 

LLP. 

 

Tue 21 Mar – VERMELLES 

 

In reserve. Carrying & working parties found. 

Lts L.A.HIGSON, M.T. YOUNG, & A.M. LESTER joined from 1/16, 1/16 and 1/15 County of London 

Regts. Respectively & posted to A, C & B coys resp. 

LLP. 

 

Wed 22 Mar – VERMELLES 

 

In reserve. Carrying & working parties found, wet day & night 

    Casualties 1 OR wounded 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 23 Mar – VERMELLES 

 

Battalion relieved 9th R.F in C.1. subsector. Dispositions as on 17th. Some shelling during day & 

enemy’s trench mortars active at night , especially 200lbs. one which knocked in LOOKOUT 

CRESCEST at left end. – Casualties – 1 OR wounded. 

LLP. 
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Fri 24 Mar – VERMELLES 

 

A little shelling during day. 

 

6.53 pm 

 

Enemy exploded a mine immediately opposite S.W. corner of QUARRY Salient in his line, near his 

trenches & occupied crater. Our M. Guns opened fire on enemy while he was occupying crater. 



 

7.07 pm 

 

Enemy exploded a mine in front of NEW CUT which enlarged existing crater at head of Sap 1, 

blowing in saps 1, 2 & 3 & wiping out sentries. Enemy occupied crater immediately near lip 30 yards 

from NEW CUT. Ridge of earth over 20 feet high around crater. Enemy kept barrage of bombs on 

NEW CUT & a few Germans advanced as far us this trench but were bombed back by us. Our trench 

mortars & rifle grenades kept up fire on . . . . .  

 

Sat 25 Mar – VERMELLES – 12.30 am 

 

. . . . . . We sent two raiding parties of 20 men each under 2Lieuts TAYLOR and GILFILLAN, who 

cleared saps of enemy & reached foot of ridge round the crater. The enemy bombed them and 

about 80 Germans came out of crater & drove the back into NEW CUT. We blocked foot of saps. 

Situation now – Enemy in crater, we holding our own line. – Casualties – 2Lt A.C. TAYLOR slightly 

wounded at duty. 5 OR missing. 4 OR Killed, 13 other ranks wounded 

LLP. 

We bombarded crater with trench mortars and rifle grenades during the day, ending up with a heavy 

bombardment in the evening. Causalties 1 O.Rkilled, 2 OR wounded. 

 2Lts Macilwaine & James joined. 

 

Sun 26 Mar – VERMELLES- 12.15 am 

 

A raiding party was organized but did not succeed in getting to crater as enemy was alert owing to 

our trench mortars having broken down. During the night there was a lot of bombing & trench 

mortar activity on enemy’s side. 

Day was fairly active about crater. Casualties 4 OR wounded 

LLP. 

 

Mon 27 Mar – VERMELLES – 4.20 am 

 

A raiding party of 30 men under Capt Anderson succeeded in getting to crater & reconnoitring 

interior. Party showed great dash & courage. Enemy had built fire step on side of ridge, & had 

barbed our outside parapet. Inside crater he was digging a circular trench . . . . .  
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. . . . . round inside of crater. Party got back with this information. Capt Anderson was wounded. left 

forearm & neck. Following were the men who got to the top of parapet & got the information :- 

No. 643 Sgt Wicks 

No. 5412 Pte Bradley – also shot several Germans in crater. Wounded 

No. 15809 Pte Winter 

No. 6850 Pte Ferguson 

No. 9954 Pte Dale 

No. 7005 Pte McDonald 

  

SAILLY LABOURSE – 9.30 am 

 



Battalion relieved by 6th Queens, 37th Bde & proceeded to billetsat Sailly Labourse. Casualties. Capt 

Anderson wounded. 2 OR missing believed killed 

LLP. 

 

Tue 28 Mar & Wed 29 Mar – SAILLY LABOURSE 

 

In billets reorganizing 

20 men per coy. trained in bombing, & 5 men in Trench Mortars. 

LLP. 

 

Thurs 30 Mar & Fri 31 Mar – BETHUME 

 

Proceeded to billets in Tobacco Factory, Bethume. {Bombing class & T.M. class continued 

LLP. 

 

W D Ingle LtCol 

Commdg 11th Service Bn. Middlesex Regt 
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