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Sat 1 Jul - BAIZIUEX WOOD - 7.30 am

Battalion proceeded to Baizieux Wood, & bivouaced. Lt.Col Ingle sick to F.A. & Base. Commanding
Officer. Major G.L. Oliver.

7.30 pm — ALBERT Defences
Battalion (less Transport & spare Officers & specialists) proceeded via HENNENCOURT to Intermediate
Line, N.W. of ALBERT. Arrived at midnight. Transport, etc to MILLENCOURT.
LLP.

Sun 2 Jul — ALBERT Defences

In Intermediate Lines.
LLP.

Mon 3 Jul — ALBERT Defences — 3.15 am
Battalion moved to railway cutting north of MARMONT BRIDGE, ALBERT
4.30am
A & B coys moved up to RIBBLE ST. in support of 35" Inf. Bde. who were attacking OVILLERS.
8.30am

HQ, C & D coys. Moved to field North of CRICIFIX CORNER, in support of 37" Inf. Bde. who were
attacking OVILLERS.

8 pm — AUTHUILLE WOOD

Battalion collected at CRUCIFX CORNER & moved to reserve Trenches & dugouts on S.E. side of
AUTHVILLE wood, in support to 9" R.F.

H.Q. & A co. in dugouts in wood about W7 A 2.5

B co. in GLASGOW ST.



C & D coys. In QUARRY BRAE.
Casualties — 1 or killed.
5 or wounded, including are slightly, at duty
LLP.
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Tue 4 Jul - AUTHUILLE WOOD -2 pm
Heavy rain for three hours
5pm

Battalion relieved 9™ R.F. in front line.
H.Q. remained in wood about W 7 A 2.5
A co. in front line from LONGRIDGE to QUARRY BRAE. 2 Lewis Guns.
C co. in front line from QUARRY BRAE, NAB salient to MERSEY trench. 4 Lewis Guns.
D co. in support, QUARRY BRAE & NAB trench. 2 Lewis Guns.
B co. in reserve, Glasgow ST.
Artillery on both sides active at intervals during day & night.
Numerous wounded of 9™ Yorks & Lanc. Regt. were brought in from No man’s land, including Lt.
P.J.L. BACK.
Rain at intervals. Casualties :- Lt D.R.GILFILLAN wounded, 6 o.r. wounded.
LLP.

Wed 5 Jul - AUTHUILLE WOOD
Quiet day except for some shelling of trenches & wood by enemy.
8 pm — ALBERT

Relieved by 6™ Buffs, 37 Bde, & proceeded into billets at ALBERT. Capt. Piper & 16 volunteers
remained to bring | more wounded.
Casualties :- 1 or. Killed, 4 wounded.

LLP.

Thurs 6 Jul — ALBERT

Moved into reserved trenches in OVILLERS sector, in reserve to 36" Bde.

H.Q. at DONNET POST. Battn. in RIBBLE ST.

Took over & ran 3 bomb stores. Carrying parties found all night for R.E. & attacking Battns. Of
Brigade.

11 pm
Lt Moore & party of A co. established new bomb store at end of new advanced trench, about X 7 D
7.3. Casualties :- nil.
LLP.
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Fri 7 Jul — ALBERT — 1 am

Lt Eden & party of D coy, tried to establish new bomb store in No Man’s Land on sunken road, about
X 7 D 9.4, near enemy’s front line. They were unable to get through our own lines at time owing to
congested state of trenches. Lt Eden wounded, bullet left forearm.

6.45am
Bombardment of OVILLERS by our own guns began.

8.30 am
8t & 9t R. Sussex attacked OVILLERS. Battalion (less carrying & bomb store parties) took over front
line, C co. from RIVINGTON ST. to RYECROFT, B co. thence to ARGYLL ST., A co. thence to DORSET ST.
H.Q. remained at DONNETT POST. - Lt. Redford in charge of wireless apparatuses, in German lines.

10am

Attacking troops captured & holding first & second German lines & part of third line.
Trenches occupied by C co. heavily shelled. Numerous casualties.
Lt Redford, wounded in foot on our own parapet, succeeded in taking wireless apparatuses over to
captured trenches but on arrival there found accumulators damaged by fire & useless.

2.30 pm

Six volunteers of A co. as under tried to cross No Man’s Land with bombs for our troops in captured
trenches but were all wounded except the two L/Cpls :-

9590 L/C. KEARNEY 7336 Pte. DUNSBY
9563 L/C DALE 15950 Pte NOSWORTHY
11565 Pte TUTT 13699 Pte JACKSON
17582 Pte CATERER 13748 Pte HALE
LLP.
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3 pm

A Coy. under Capt LEWIS & LT MOORE (60 other ranks), 1 platoon of 7" R. Sussex, & details of 8™ R.
Fusiliers crossed to capture trenches, each man carrying 20 bombs.
Fired on by
Rifle & M.G.
& lost 19
Obtained touch with troops about sunken road, & started bombing to south of road. Capt . .

4pm



..... Lewis shot one German with a rifle & was then killed by a rifle shot from the front. Lt Moore
took command & established a bombing post & Lewis Gun on his right. Remained in touch with
Sussex in first line. Retained a few bombs & passed remainder to his left.

7.45 pm

B coy. under CAPT CROMBIE, Lt SHAW & 2Lt TATHAM (50 other ranks) crossed to captured trenches
without being fired on. Our M. Guns covered their advance. Each man carried 20 bombs. Reported
to COL Osborn, comdg. 7" R.Sussex Regt. on arrival. Reinforced left defensive flank & Sussex in
second line. All bombs dumped at Sussex H.Q. to form a reserve. Party relieved a certain number of
Sussex men in Second Line. — When 9% Essex began a bombing . . . ..

Sat 8 Jul -4 am
..... attack after 4 am. Capt Crombie placed a Leweis Gun & two snipers to deal with party of
Germans seen to be carrying up bombs in a counter attack.
Enemy seemed to be in confusion, no organized attack.

3am

Lt Strong & one platoon A co. crossed to captured trenches & joined Lt Moore’s party. Not fired on
when crossing.

12 noon

Major & Adjt. L.L. PARGITER organized & established dump for water, bombs, S.A.A., Very Light, etc.
at point where sunken road enters captured front line.

7.30 pm

Details in captured trenches relieved by 2" Manchester Regt.
10 pm

Remainder of Battn. relieved by 19t Lancashire Fusiliers.

ALBERT
Battalion billeted in ALBERT Casualties on 7t -3 o.r. killed, 54 wounded, 7 shell shock

3 missing, 2 missing believed killed
Casualties on 8" 1 o.r. killed, 31 wounded, 10 shell shock
3 missing
LLP.
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Sun 9 Jul — SENLIS



Battalion proceeded to billets at SENLIS. 2 o.r. died of wounds.

LLP.
Mon 10 Jul — FORCEVILLE
Battalion proceeded to billets at FORCVILLE. 1 o.r. died of wounds
LLP.
Tue 11 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS
Battalion proceeded to huts & billets at BUS-LES-ARTOIS
LLP.

Wed 12 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS
Reorganization. Major General Scott, Commanding 12" Div. visited Battalion & spoke very highly of
conduct & work in recent operation.
LLP.

Thurs 13 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS

Reorganization. Captain A.T. CRANMER joined from 2/8 Bn. Middlesex Regt. (T)
LLP.

Fri 14 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS

20 Officers & 600 rifles proceeded to bivouacs 2 miles N.E. of BUS, as reserve to 48" Div. — Draft of
20 other ranks joined.

LLP.
Sat 15 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS
In bivouacs & huts. Draft of 5 other ranks joined.
LLP.
Sun 16 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS — 5 pm
Battn. reassembled in huts at BUS..
LLP.

Mon 17 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS
Training carried on. Major G.L. Oliver invalided to Base. Commanding Officer Major L.L. Pargiter. Lt
H.L. Macilwaine took over the duties of Adjudant.

LLP.

Tue 18 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS



Training carried on. Working parties found by day & by night.

HLM
Wed 19 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS
Training carried on. Working party by day. Draft of 88 other ranks joined.
HLM
Thurs 20 Jul — BUS LES ARTOIS
Battalion proceeded to billets & cellars in MAILLY-MAILLET. In Brigade Reserve.
HLM
Fri 21 Jul - MAILLY-MAILLET
Improvement work on cellars & dugouts. Capt Druitt took over duties of Town Major.
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Fri 21 Jul - MAILLY-MAILLET
Capt Cranmer took over command of ‘A’ Coy from Capt Wollocombe, 2" i/c of Battn.
HLM
Sat 22 Jul - MAILLY-MAILLET
Physical training & bayonet fighting. 8827 CSM Simmons C Coy, awarded Military Cross, dated
1/7/16
1 other rank killed, 2 wounded. Working parties found by night
HLM
Sun 23 Jul — MAILLY-MAILLET
P.T. & bayonet fighting. Draft of 49 other ranks joined. 1 other rank wounded
HLM

Mon 24 Jul — MAILLY-MAILLET
1 other rank killed, 1 wounded. Battalion proceeded to huts in WARNIMONT WOOD. Draft of 5 other
ranks joined..
HLM
Tue 25 Jul - WARNIMONT

In huts. P.T., bayonet fighting & bombing practice.

2pm



Battn. proceeded to bivouacs in HEDAUVILLE by march route.
HLM

Wed 26 Jul - HEDAUVILLE

In bivouacs.
HLM

Thurs 27 Jul — HEDAUVILLE

Battn. proceeded by march route to MARTINSART WOOD 9 am. Proceeded to trenches N.W. of
POSIERES 2 pm and took over from 8" R. Warwick Regt., 3 coys front line, in reserve. Disposition — D
CoyR34C22-R33d86. BCoyXh3.8—X3b89-X3b54 CCoyX3c7.9-X3b54 ACoyX
14 b 7.5-X9c8.2, Battn HQ X 3 b 7.6 . Australians on our right, 37" Bde on our left. The relief was
extremely unsatisfactory., owing to our predecessors having little knowledge of their dispositions.
Some of our own D Coy were guided to the wrong lane resulting in heavy casualties. Conditions of
trenches very bad, in fact in some places it was difficult to recognize the trench as such. Very little
work can have been done. Information handed on was very scanty & vague. At about 9 pm D Coy
were attacked with bombs from East & West simultaneously by about 50 Germans, who were
repulsed by our bomb & rifle barrage. Lts MAYNARD & SCOTT wounded. Remainder of night was
quiet.

HLM

Fri 28 Jul - HEDAUVILLE

Redistribution of trenches. D Coy unchanged. BCoyX3b3.8—-X3b7.6. CCoyX3b1.1-X3b7.6,
2 platoon ACoy X3 c7.9-X3 b 1.1. 2 platoons A Coy unchanged. Work began on trenches,
repairing & digging out where blown in. Strong pointsat X3 b 8.9, X3 b 5.4 & X3 b 1.1 wired and

generally strengthened. *
HLM

* Sat 29 Jul — HEDAUVILLE

B Coy 20 men under LT Shaw attempted to bomb. Germans out of their trenches firstat X3 b 1.8,
but failed owing to strong bombing barrage. Second attempt also failed. Germans obviously on the
alert due to Australian attack on our immediate right, as assault of which attack the Australian
joined their line into ours at R 34 ¢ 2.2. Lt Shaw wounded (since died of wounds). @Lt Wright & 20
men of D Coy attempted to capture German bombing step at R 33 d 7.8, but were pushed back by
German bomb barrage after getting inside German barbed wire. 2Lt Wright wounded. Time shortly
after midnight work on trenches continued. Redistribution of trenches. D Coy unchanged, B Coy X 3
b 2.8 Small patrol from C Coy under

HLM

Sun 30 Jul — HEDAUVILLE



Capt Crombie killed whilst greeting distinguishing mark on parades at X 3 b 2.8. Small patrol from C
Coy under 2Lt Newman left trench at X 3 ¢ 7.9 to reconnoitre support trench running N.E. through
points X3a 8.2 &X3a9.5.
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Trench found to be practically non- existent & unoccupied. Work on trench continued incessantly -
Fire steps dug along whole line. Battn. relieved by 7™ R. Sussex, whose trenches were to run over.
Dispositions —A Coy X 14 b 0.5-X8c 7.7, BCoyX8d 1.8, CCoyX14c29-X14a5.5 DCoyX14
a5.7.—X8c 1.6 Battn H.Q. X 14 a 5.6. About 40 men A Coy & Lt Moore & 2Lt C Herman remained
in front line. This party attacked German trench from trench S o f H from X 3 b 4.4 with intension to
capturing hostiles in trench as far as X 3nb 9.5. The R. Sussex cooperated by bombing from their side
of the bombing step. Attack failed to attain its objective owing to loss of direction. 2Lt Herman
wounded.

HLM

Mon 31 Jul - HEDAUVILLE

Battn resting in trenches. Attempt of last night to capture hostile bombing past X 2 A 9.5 repelled by
party of 48 men under Lt Moore & 2Lt Tatham. Germans very much on his alert, our party being
fired on by M.G & rifle immediately it left the trench. German trench bonnh was slashed, but owing
to strong barrage of bombs & smoke bombs was forced to retire. Lt Moore wounded, 2Lt Tatham
collapsed. Immediately after our attack a party of the R. Sussex bombed their way along the trench,
captured the hostile bombing step and also about 50 yards of his trench. Sussex held up here by
machine gun in German Trench on high ground just beyond was about X 3 a 7.6.
Sergt May with shnanan of party went over again from original jumping off point with a view to
knocking out machine gun, but caught with heavy fire. Sergt May and his men made a great effort to
attain their objective, but in the end had to give the enterprise, though within 10 yards of their
objective. The men being by this time thoroughly exhausted & unable to charge. Total casualties —
26. Lt. Col Pargiter was in charge of the whole operation.

HLM

L.L.Pargiter
Lt Col
Commdg 11% Service Bn. Middlesex Regt

A &« LE

Home Page War Diary Terminology

Transcribed by John Wonnacott / 21 Apr 2020
Text coloured red indicates transcriber not sure if the word or symbol is correct


http://www.11th-bn-middx-regt.co.uk/pages/3Wardiary.pdf
http://www.11th-bn-middx-regt.co.uk/Index.html.pdf
http://www.11th-bn-middx-regt.co.uk/pages/10Term.pdf

